Notice of Declaratory Statement

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
Board of Massage Therapy
NOTICE OF PETITION FOR DECLARATORY STATEMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Board of Massage Therapy has received the petition for declaratory statement from Kristyn Hanna filed on November 04, 2026. The petition seeks the agency's opinion as to the applicability of Section 480, Florida Statutes as it applies to the petitioner. Petitioner asks questions to the Board listed: A. Whether featherlight fingertip tracing and soft-brush contact on the arms, neck, back, face, or scalp, as described above, constitute massage therapy under section 480.033(13), Florida Statutes. B. Whether gentle running of fingers through a client's hair, including surface-level scalp contact without kneading or deep pressure, constitutes massage therapy under that section. C. Whether the determination differs when the described contact occurs over clothing rather than directly on exposed skin. D. Whether Petitioner would be required to obtain an individual massage therapist license to provide these services for compensation. E. Whether premises used to provide only these described services would require a massage establishment license. Except for good cause shown, motions for leave to intervene must be filed within 21 days after the publication of this notice. 

A copy of the Petition for Declaratory Statement may be obtained by contacting: Brittany Auclair, Executive Director, Board of Massage Therapy, at the above listed address, (850)245-4162, or by electronic mail – brittany.auclair@flhealth.gov

