Notice of Declaratory Statement

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
Board of Massage Therapy
NOTICE OF PETITION FOR DECLARATORY STATEMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Board of Massage Therapy has received the petition for declaratory statement from Yaritza Gonzalez filed on November 04, 2026. The petition seeks the agency's opinion as to the applicability of Section 480, Florida Statutes as it applies to the petitioner. Petitioner asks questions to the Board listed: 1. Whether gentle hair play and superficial scalp touching, performed solely for ASMR sensory relaxation, constitute massage therapy under Section 480.033(13). 2. Whether light back scratching and tracing of the shoulders and arms, without kneading, compression, or other conventional massage techniques, constitute manipulation of soft tissue under that provision. 3. Whether using soft brushes or similar noninvasive ASMR tools changes the classification of the proposed activities under Section 480.033(13). 4. Whether Petitioner must obtain a Florida massage therapist license to provide the specifically described activities for compensation. 5. If the proposed activities constitute massage therapy, which provisions of Chapter 480 govern their performance at clients' locations or within a private treatment room? 6. Whether the Board can identify the specific provisions of Chapter 480 supporting its determination. Except for good cause shown, motions for leave to intervene must be filed within 21 days after the publication of this notice. 

A copy of the Petition for Declaratory Statement may be obtained by contacting: Brittany Auclair, Executive Director, Board of Massage Therapy, at the above listed address, (850)245-4162, or by electronic mail – brittany.auclair@flhealth.gov

