Notice of Rule Development

FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Marine Fisheries
RULE NOS.:
RULE TITLES:

68B-8.003
General Conditions and Restrictions

68B-8.0115
Aquaculture Spat Collection Special Activity License

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The purpose of this rulemaking is to establish a new Marine Special Activity License to facilitate and monitor the collection of wild oyster spat on sovereignty submerged lands aquaculture leases and aquaculture management agreements to be grown out and sold as an aquaculture product or used in restoration. The effect of this rulemaking is to support Florida’s shellfish aquaculture industry by providing eligible oyster farmers with an additional source of oyster seed.

SUBJECT AREA TO BE ADDRESSED: The subject areas addressed in the rule development notice include definitions, eligibility requirements, conditions and restrictions, and allowable gear.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: Art. IV, Sec. 9, Florida Constitution.
LAW IMPLEMENTED: Art. IV, Sec. 9, Florida Constitution.
IF REQUESTED IN WRITING AND NOT DEEMED UNNECESSARY BY THE AGENCY HEAD, A RULE DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOP WILL BE NOTICED IN THE NEXT AVAILABLE FLORIDA ADMINISTRATIVE REGISTER.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT AND A COPY OF THE PRELIMINARY DRAFT, IF AVAILABLE, IS: Jessica McCawley, Director, Division of Marine Fisheries Management, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, 620 S. Meridian St., Tallahassee, Florida 32399, (850)487-0554, or Jessica.McCawley@MyFWC.com.

THE PRELIMINARY TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT IS AVAILABLE AND CAN BE OBTAINED, AT NO CHARGE, FROM THE CONTACT PERSON LISTED ABOVE.
