63E-6.011 Youth Release or Transfer.

(1) The program shall notify the department regarding the removal of a youth from the program if the youth becomes unmanageable or ineligible for the program due to changes in his or her physical, psychological or substance abuse profile.  Preliminary notification to the department shall occur immediately if a youth has a change in physical or mental health status that warrants:

(a) Referral to a medical specialist;

(b) Referral offsite for any imaging other than an x-ray;

(c) Surgical procedures; or 

(d) Involuntary commitment (Baker Act).

(2) Prior to the release or transfer of a youth from the STAR program, the youth:

(a) Must have a physical examination performed by a licensed physician, physician assistant, or a licensed and certified Advanced Registered Nurse Practitioner.  Any evidence of abuse as defined in Section 39.01(2), F.S., must be documented and immediately reported by the examiner to the statewide abuse registry and the department.

(b) Must sign an exit statement upon transfer from the residential component to the aftercare component indicating whether his or her rights were observed and whether he or she was subjected to any abuse or harmful psychological intimidation techniques.  Any allegation by the youth that:

1. He or she was subjected to abuse while in the STAR program must be investigated by the department and the Department of Children and Family Services under Section 39.302, F.S.

2. His or her rights were not observed or that he or she was subjected to harmful psychological intimidation techniques or to violations of the department’s Protective Action Response rule must be investigated by the department’s Inspector General.

(c) The STAR program shall deliver a copy of each youth’s exit statement at the time it is executed to:

1. The department either by facsimile or electronic mail.

2. The statewide abuse registry if it contains any allegation of abuse as defined in Section 39.01(2), F.S.

Specific Authority 985.3091, 985.405 FS. Law Implemented 985.3091(7), (10) FS. History–New 11-19-06.
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