Notice of Development of Rulemaking
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
Board of Opticianry
RULE NO: RULE TITLE
64B12-9.017: Eligibility of Individuals Practicing in a State in Which Licensure is Not Required.
PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The proposed rule amendment will clarify requirements for licensure of individuals practicing in another state.
SUBJECT AREA TO BE ADDRESSED: Eligibility of Individuals Practicing in a state in which Licensure is not required.
SPECIFIC AUTHORITY: 484.005 FS.
LAW IMPLEMENTED: 484.007(1)(d),3 FS.
IF REQUESTED IN WRITING AND NOT DEEMED UNNECESSARY BY THE AGENCY HEAD, A RULE DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOP WILL BE NOTICED IN THE NEXT AVAILABLE FLORIDA ADMINISTRATIVE WEEKLY.
THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT AND A COPY OF THE PRELIMINARY DRAFT, IF AVAILABLE, IS: Sue Foster, Executive Director, Board of Opticianry/MQA, 4052 Bald Cypress Way, Bin #C08, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-3258.

THE PRELIMINARY TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT IS:
64B12-9.017 Eligibility of Individuals Practicing in a State in Which Licensure is Not Required.

(1) For purposes of determining eligibility for examination of an individual pursuant to Sections 484.007(1)(d)2. and 3., Florida Statutes, the Board shall interpret the phrase “immediately preceding application” to mean that the individual must apply for the examinations set forth in subsections 64B12-9.001(1), (3) and (4), F.A.C., for licensure in Florida within two (2) years of ceasing the actual practice of opticianry in the other state upon which the eligibility is claimed.

(2) Applicants for examination pursuant to Section 484.007(1)(d)3., F.S., shall submit with the application documentation that they have actively practiced opticianry for a period of more than 5 years immediately preceding application. Periods of apprenticeship or training in opticianry shall not be considered to constitute any portion of the required years of practice. The applicant must establish independent engagement in all aspects of the practice of opticianry during the period for which actual practice is claimed. Such documentation shall include the following:

(a) Tax records and business records which establish that the applicant has actually engaged in the practice of opticianry. Affidavits from eye-care business people or professionals which state the method by which the affiant has knowledge of the applicant’s practice of opticianry, the extent of the affiant’s knowledge of the applicant’s actual practice and a detailed statement of the applicant’s professional acts or experience of which the affiant has personal knowledge.

(b) An affidavit by the applicant which states with specificity the professional acts or experiences engaged in during the five-year period during which the applicant claims the actual practice of opticianry occurred.

(c) Current certification of ABO and NCLE and verification of licensure status from another state, when applicable.

(3) For the purposes of this rule, an affidavit is defined to mean a written statement of facts which the affiant has confirmed by oath or affirmation taken before a person authorized by law to administer the oath or affirmation and which bears the signature and official seal of the officer or person before whom the affidavit was taken.

Specific Authority 484.005 Law Implemented 484.007(1)(d)2. FS. History–New_________.
