5B-62.013 Parent Trees.

Parent trees are selected, mature trees belonging to a nurseryman, grower, or researcher, or on property that the owner has given written permission to a nurseryman and the Department for access for observation and testing. At the time of entry into the Citrus Nursery Stock Certification Program, the owner shall sign a Parent Tree Candidate Entry Form DACS-08298.

(1) Prospective parent trees. As a prerequisite to entry into the program, an authorized representative of the Department must have visually inspected the prospective parent tree selected by the nurseryman, grower, or researcher.

(2) The parent tree shall be free of recognizable symptoms of graft-transmissible pathogens based on the initial visual inspection; apparently free from Florida gummosis, citrus blight, citrus canker, citrus greening, decline, leprosis, evidence of unacceptable bud mutation, and other quarantinable pests or diseases.

(3) The parent tree shall be vigorous, productive, and horticulturally true-to-type and shall have borne fruit.

(4) The parent tree shall have tested negatively for all diseases listed in Rule 5B-62.003, F.A.C.

(5) All trees propagated for testing in the Department’s facilities shall become property of the Department.

(6) Prospective parent trees of exceptional horticultural value that are found to be infected with one or more graft-transmissible pathogens can be subjected to shoot-tip grafting or other acceptable techniques to eliminate graft-transmissible pathogens provided this is done under the supervision of the Department. Plants that are shoot-tip grafted shall be retested for the graft-transmissible pathogen detected, subject to all other registration requirements, and if shoot-tip grafted by the Department, made available for distribution to all interested nurserymen and growers if approved by the owner. 

(7) Parent trees will not be used for a source of propagating material, rather the tested registered propagation from the parent tree will be the source material of the parent tree clone to be used to establish foundation or scion trees.

Rulemaking Authority 570.07(23), 581.031(1), (3), (8) FS. Law Implemented 570.07(2), (13), 570.0705, 581.031(1), (14), (17), (23) FS. History–New 12-26-06.

