
63D-1.003 Comprehensive Assessment.

(1) The juvenile probation officer (JPO) or contracted intake screener shall conduct a preliminary screening on all youth charged with a criminal or delinquent offense, using the Positive Achievement Change Tool (PACT), which is the department-approved screening instrument. The PACT uses a series of risk factors that may indicate the presence of a substance abuse or mental health problem. The PACT is completed while screening a youth for detention eligibility, or during the initial intake conference if the youth was detention screened after hours. The Positive Achievement Change Tool (PACT) (8-27-06) is incorporated, and is available from the Assistant Secretary for Probation and Community Corrections at 2737 Centerview Dr., Suite 105, Tallahassee, FL 32399-3100.

(2) The PACT screening instrument is in the Juvenile Justice Information System (JJIS) web-based forms package and is scored automatically to determine the need for further assessments. The screening instrument must be completed in the JJIS. All juvenile assessment centers shall have access to JJIS. If there is no access to JJIS at the time of the screening or intake conference, the PACT screening instrument may be completed and scored by hand. However, the screening instrument must be entered in JJIS within 24 hours after the screening. 
(3) The JPO or contracted intake screener administering the PACT screening instrument shall use the score on the PACT screening instrument to determine whether a referral for further assessment or immediate attention must be made. The screener must refer youths directly to the designated assessment provider(s) for the comprehensive assessment. 
(4) If the youth is to be released to his or her parents, the parents must be informed of the results of the PACT screening instrument and must be given information as to the location of the comprehensive assessment provider, the appointment time if one could be made, and the importance of delivering the youth for the follow-up appointment to complete any subsequent mental health or substance abuse assessment or any assessment of suicide risk. 
(a) When the Suicide Ideation scale of the PACT screening instrument indicates further assessment is needed, or other information obtained at intake/admission suggests potential suicide risk, the youth must be immediately referred by the JPO or Juvenile Assessment Center screener for an assessment of suicide risk and a comprehensive assessment. The assessment of suicide risk must be conducted within 24 hours unless the youth becomes unavailable. The JPO shall explain to the parent or responsible family member the importance of the assessment and the need to complete the assessment within 24 hours. 
(b) If the PACT screening instrument score or treatment history indicates the need for further mental health or substance abuse assessment, the youth must be referred for comprehensive assessment. 
(5) The screen is predominantly a self-report tool, and youth sometimes supply inaccurate information about themselves or their situation. The person conducting the PACT screening should use their own observations and those of collateral sources such as parents, agency staff, law enforcement or other informed persons who have knowledge of the youth’s behavior and condition. The PACT screening might calculate that no follow-up referral for further assessment is needed. Personal observations or collateral contacts can indicate that the youth’s response is a denial of a problem area. In those cases, despite the PACT screening instrument findings, a referral for further assessment must be recommended and contacts documented in writing.

(6) For detained youth, the PACT screening instrument results must be forwarded to the detention center where the youth is detained. The JPO shall provide written notification to the detention center in the detention screening packet of the need for crisis intervention for any youths who are indicated as at-risk for suicide attempts on the suicide screening, and shall notify the detention center of the need for referral to the center’s mental health professional for any youths who are indicated as in need of further mental health or substance abuse evaluation as noted on the PACT mental health summary. 
(7) In all cases in which the PACT screening instrument screens the youth as needing further assessment, a referral shall be made by the JPO or intake screener and a copy of the PACT screening instrument results will be sent to the designated assessment contracted agent within the circuit. The JPO must verbally advise the youth and family of the requirement for further assessment and provide a copy of the referral. 

(8) If there is no indication of a substance abuse or mental health problem, the youth has no further involvement with the substance abuse and mental health screening process. The JPO must place the completed screening instrument results in the youth’s file. 
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