63D-1.004 Comprehensive Assessment.

(1) A comprehensive assessment may be completed using either:

(a) The Substance Abuse and Mental Health (SAMH-2 and SAMH-3) process in which an instrument specifically created by the Department of Children and Family Services is administered to youth in the DJJ system who, as a result of the preliminary screening process, are identified as having risk factors that require further evaluation, or

(b) An equivalent department-approved instrument. 

(c) SAMH-2 (DJJ/PP Form 36, February 2005) and SAMH-3 (DJJ/PP Form 37, February 2005) are incorporated and available from the Assistant Secretary for Probation and Community Corrections at 2737 Centerview Dr., Suite 105, Tallahassee, FL 32399-3100.

(2) If there is a need for comprehensive assessment and the youth is not detained, the JPO must contact the designated assessment provider directly. If the attempt to schedule the assessment is not successful, the attempt shall be documented and the JPO shall inform the parents to make contact within two working days of the screening interview to schedule an appointment for the youth.

(3) The JPO must forward a copy of the completed PACT screening instrument results to the designated comprehensive assessment provider and place another copy in the youth’s file.

(4) The JPO shall assist the youth and family in complying with follow-up evaluations by providing directions, copies of documents and referrals to support service providers, if necessary.

(5) Required comprehensive assessments shall be administered in timely fashion, as follows:

(a) The designated contracted agents who perform comprehensive assessments must conduct a comprehensive assessment or equivalent department-approved assessment on all youths referred as a result of intake screening. Providers who perform comprehensive assessments shall conduct an in-depth assessment of the youth gathering information from interviews with the youth and from collateral sources.

(b) The designated comprehensive assessment provider must complete the comprehensive assessment or equivalent department-approved instrument within ten (10) calendar days on youths in secure detention. The designated comprehensive assessment provider must complete the comprehensive assessment or equivalent department-approved instrument within fourteen (14) calendar days on youths not in secure detention. Time frames for completion may be modified by order of the court.

(c) Anytime a provider takes longer than 14 days to complete a comprehensive assessment, the JPO or contracted intake screener shall notify the Chief Probation Officer who shall notify the Department of Children and Family Services District Program Administrator. The Chief Probation Officer shall request the District Program Administrator to develop a plan to improve performance or change providers.
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