28-103.002 Rule Development Workshops.

(1) Whenever requested in writing by any affected person, the agency must either conduct a rule development workshop prior to proposing rules for adoption or the agency head must explain in writing why a workshop is unnecessary. 
(2) The agency shall conduct a rule development workshop whenever the agency determines that a workshop would help the agency understand and address concerns of affected persons. The agency shall consider the following factors in determining whether to conduct a rule development workshop:

(a) The complexity or controversial nature of issues being addressed.

(b) Whether rules being considered for adoption have an impact on regulated interests.

(c) Whether rules being considered for adoption involve people with competing interests.

(d) Whether rules being considered for adoption relate to emerging policies for which investigation of the factual basis for regulatory alternatives is required.
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