40D-21.651 Phase IV: Critical Water Shortage.

(1) A Phase IV Water Shortage is a hydrologic or climatic condition where multiple regional Drought Indicators have extremely abnormal values, or the local Drought Indicator for a specific public supply has a critically abnormal value, such that conditions warrant the temporary suspension of nonessential use and/or initiation of supply augmentation. The Governing Board will request a 20% voluntary reduction in all water use, including reclaimed water blends. Notice of a declaration of a Phase IV Water Shortage will include those restrictions and other response mechanisms set forth below and any other response mechanisms that are in effect for the Phase IV Water Shortage.

(2) Indoor Use. The notice specified in subsection 40D-21.275(1), F.A.C., will include practical tips specific to Indoor Use about how to achieve the requested reduction. The notice may refer water users to website material or fact sheets for this or additional information. 

(3) Essential Use.

(a) Fire Fighting, Health and Medical water uses shall be subject to paragraphs 40D-21.641(3)(a) and (c), F.A.C. The notice specified in subsection 40D-21.275(5), F.A.C., that is sent to fire and rescue officials will summarize these requirements.

(b) Water Utility Use.

1. The notice sent in accordance with subsection 40D-21.275(3), F.A.C., for a Phase IV Water Shortage declaration shall constitute a temporary modification of the requirements for each affected public supply Permitees. Although it is the responsibility of Permittees to notify their wholesale customers, the District will endeavor to send a copy of this notice to affected water utilities that are not Permittees but are instead served by a Permittee, such as the member governments of a Regional Authority. 

2. Water utility use shall be subject to paragraph 40D-21.641(3)(b), F.A.C., with the following modifications:

a. Regular status updates shall be required on a weekly basis.

b. Water utilities shall promptly notify the District’s applicable Regulation Department and Demand Management staff about any new water supply emergency and any supply supplementation or replacement that occurs in order to address or prevent such an emergency.

c. Water utilities shall participate in Water Shortage restriction enforcement as described in subparagraph 40D-21.641(3)(b)4., F.A.C., and take the following additional actions when necessary to protect public health, safety and welfare:

i. Temporary limits to potable water service, or augmented reclaimed water service, in response to a location specific request from the District to remedy a violation of this Chapter that is causing, or likely to cause, a public health hazard or property damage. These limits do not necessarily involve suspension of service, but may include utilization of a regulator valve or other means by which the user can be constrained to the amount of water necessary for reasonable Indoor Use. During a Phase IV Water Shortage, repetitive Water Shortage restriction violations may constitute a public health hazard. The applicable water utility shall determine the limitation method and may consider any reasonable mitigating circumstances.

ii. Temporary waivers, or other means of deferring the enforcement of local code violations, until after the Phase IV Water Shortage declaration has been rescinded, if enforcement would result in an increase in water use and compliance is not immediately required to protect public health, safety and welfare.

iii. Conditional certificates of occupancy, or some other action resulting in the temporary waiver or deferral of specific requirements normally associated with issuing a certificate of occupancy, such that installation of the Lawn or Landscaping normally required for a new or substantially rehabilitated building can be delayed until after the Phase IV Water Shortage declaration has been rescinded.

iv. Temporary suspension of the practice of issuing letters of commitment, or some other action resulting in the temporary deferral of new commitments to provide potable water or to augment reclaimed water, such that significant additional customers are not added to the system until after the Phase IV Water Shortage declaration has been rescinded.

(4) Commercial and Industrial Use. 

(a) The notice in accordance with subsection 40D-21.275(3), F.A.C., for a Phase IV Water Shortage declaration shall constitute a temporary modification of the requirements for each affected commercial and industrial Water Use Permit. The notice will summarize the requirements listed below.

(b) Restrictions and other response mechanisms specified in subsection 40D-21.641(4), F.A.C., shall apply, with the following modifications:

1. Local offices of banks and other entities offering home loans or mortgage services shall notify the District if they will not enter into new agreements with properties affected by sub-sub-subparagraph 40D-21.651(2)(b)2.c.ii. or iii., F.A.C.

2. Users shall, upon the specific request of the District, cease all uses of water that are not essential to public health, safety and welfare.

3. Users shall, upon the specific request of the applicable water utility with a District-approved WSMP, cease all uses of utility-provided water that are not essential to public heath, safety and welfare.

(5) Agricultural Uses.

(a) The noticing in accordance with subsection 40D-21.275(3), F.A.C., for a Phase IV Water Shortage declaration shall constitute a temporary modification of the requirements for each affected agricultural Water Use Permit. The notice will summarize the requirements listed below.

(b) Restrictions and other response mechanisms specified in subsection 40D-21.641(5), F.A.C., shall apply, with the following modifications:

1. Users shall promptly notify the District’s applicable Regulation Department Service Office and Demand Management staff about any new water supply emergency and any supply supplementation or replacement that occurs in order to address or prevent such an emergency.

2. Users shall, upon the specific request of the District, cease all crop related uses of water that are not essential to public health, safety and welfare.

3. Users shall, upon the specific request of the applicable water utility with a District-approved WSMP, cease all crop related uses of utility-provided water that are not essential to public health, safety and welfare.

(6) Landscape Use and Driving Ranges.

(a) Golf Courses.

1. The noticing in accordance with subsection 40D-21.275(3), F.A.C., for a Phase IV Water Shortage declaration shall constitute a temporary modification of the requirements for each affected golf course Water Use Permit. This notice will summarize the requirements listed below.

2. Restrictions and other response mechanisms specified in paragraph 40D-21.641(6)(a), F.A.C., shall apply, with the following modifications:

a. Watering roughs and non-play native or naturalized areas shall be prohibited.

b. Users shall promptly notify the District’s applicable Regulation Department Service Office and Demand Management staff about any new water supply emergency and any supply supplementation or replacement that occurs in order to address or prevent such an emergency.

c. The establishment period for New Plant Materials shall be reduced to “15/30/15.” This means that the material can be watered on any day for a 15-day period starting the day it is installed, then up to three days a week during the next 30 day period, then only two days a week during the final 15-day period.

d. Users shall, upon the specific request of the District, cease all uses of water that are not essential to public health, safety and welfare.

e. Users shall, upon the specific request of the applicable water utility with a District-approved WSMP, cease all uses of utility-provided water that are not essential to public health, safety and welfare.

(b) Other Athletic Play Areas.

1. The noticing in accordance with subsection 40D-21.275(3), F.A.C., for a Phase IV Water Shortage declaration shall constitute a temporary modification of the requirements for each affected Water Use Permit. This notice will summarize the requirements listed below.

2. Restrictions and other response mechanisms specified in paragraph 40D-21.641(6)(b), F.A.C., shall continue to apply, with the following modifications:

a. Supplemental irrigation of Turfgrass shall only be allowed once a week, regardless of the month.

b. Users shall promptly notify the District’s applicable Regulation Department Service Office and Demand Management staff about any new water supply emergency and any supply supplementation or replacement that occurs in order to address or prevent such an emergency.

c. The establishment period for New Plant Materials shall be reduced to “15/30/15.” This means that the material can be watered on any day for a 15-day period starting the day it is installed, then up to three days a week during the next 30 day period, then only two days a week during the final 15-day period.

d. Users shall, upon the specific request of the District, cease all uses of water that are not essential to public health, safety and welfare.

e. Users shall, upon the specific request of the applicable water utility with a District-approved WSMP, cease all uses of utility-provided water that are not essential to public health, safety and welfare.

(c) Lawn and Landscaping Use, including Cemeteries:

1. The notice in accordance with subsection 40D-21.275(3), F.A.C., for a Phase IV Water Shortage declaration shall constitute a temporary modification of the requirements for each affected Water Use Permit. The notice will summarize the requirements listed below. An example copy of the notice specified in subsection 40D-21.275(3), F.A.C., shall be sent to the Florida Department of Financial Services – Bureau of Cemetery Services and will include a summary of the requirements listed below.

2. All Lawn and Landscaping Use, including Cemeteries, shall continue to comply with applicable provisions of paragraph 40D-21.641(6)(c), F.A.C., with the following modifications:

a. The establishment period for New Plant Materials shall be reduced to “15/30/15.” This means that the material can be watered on any day for a 15-day period starting the day it is installed, then up to three days a week during the next 30-day period, then only two days a week during the final 15-day period.

i. When “three days a week” establishment period watering is allowed on properties less than one acre in size, Even Addresses may only water on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday; whereas, Odd Addresses may only water on Wednesday, Friday and Sunday.

ii. When “two days a week” establishment period watering is allowed on properties less than one acre in size, Even Addresses may only water on Tuesday and Saturday, whereas, Odd Addresses may only water on Wednesday and Sunday.

iii. When “three days a week” or “two days a week” irrigation is allowed in cemeteries or on other properties one acre in size or larger, each property shall maintain a written schedule of its establishment period watering.

b. Supplemental irrigation for properties with an automatic timer or in-ground system may only occur during the hours of 12:01 a.m. to 4:00 a.m. or 8:00 a.m. or 8:00 p.m. to 11:59 p.m. Any property under one acre in size may only use one of the two allowable time periods and the applicable water utility may designate which of these time periods their customers shall use.

c. Supplemental irrigation accomplished by hand-watering, microirrigation or other low volume technology, or by manual means only (such as an oscillating sprinkler supplied by garden hose, or an in-ground system without an automatic timer) may only occur during the hours of 4:00 a.m. to 8:00 a.m. or 6:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. Any property under one acre in size may only use one of the two allowable time periods and the applicable water utility may designate which of these time periods their customers may use.

d. Supplemental irrigation, except as otherwise provided below, shall be limited to only one application per week during all months of the year in accordance with paragraph 40D-21.641(6)(c), F.A.C.

e. Supplemental irrigation of landscaping beds and other non-Lawn plant material, when accomplished by handwatering, microirrigation and other Low-Volume Irrigation methods, shall be limited to a maximum of three applications per week during all months of the year.

i. Even Addresses under one acre in size shall only accomplish this irrigation on Tuesday, Thursday and/or Saturday.

ii. Odd Addresses under one acre in size shall only accomplish this irrigation on Wednesday, Friday and/or Sunday.

iii. Properties one acre or larger in size shall maintain a written schedule of its Low-Volume Irrigation.

f. Spot treatment or syringing “hot spots” in Lawns is prohibited.

g. Utilize the following additional actions, as appropriate, to promote Lawn and Landscape survival without increasing water use:

i. Reduce foot traffic on lawn and other ground cover;

ii. Modify nutritional practices, such as reducing the frequency of complete fertilizer applications;

iii. Spot-treat pest and weed problems instead of using broadcast applications of chemicals that must be watered-in;

iv. Regularly test and maintain irrigation systems in accordance with provisions of Chapter 40D-22, F.A.C., as a means of detecting and repairing problems before plant damage or loss is extensive;

v. Use organic material or other soil amendments to improve the soil’s water retention capacity; and

vi. Adjust mowing practices to minimize water stress. For example, mow Lawns to the longest acceptable height and mow frequently enough to only remove one-third of the height each time.

3. Users shall, upon the specific request of the District, cease water uses that are not essential to public health, safety and welfare.

4. Users shall, upon the specific request of the applicable water utility with a District-approved WSMP, cease uses of utility-provided water that are not essential to public health, safety and welfare.

(7) Other Uses.

(a) The noticing in accordance with subsection 40D-21.275(3), F.A.C., for a Phase IV Water Shortage declaration shall constitute a temporary modification of the requirements for each affected Water Use Permit. The notice will summarize the requirements listed below.

(b) Restrictions and other response mechanisms specified in subsection 40D-21.641(7), F.A.C., shall apply, with the following modifications:

1. Cooling, heating and air conditioning use: Cooling towers, geothermal units and similar water-using devices used in public spaces may only cool to a minimum of 78 degrees Fahrenheit and heat to a maximum of 68 degrees Fahrenheit, except as otherwise required for health or medical reasons.

2. Aesthetic Use: Aesthetic use including water fountains, waterfalls and other artistic water features is prohibited. In public spaces, the owner or manager of such features shall use signs, when practical, to indicate that this action was taken in compliance with current Water Shortage restrictions.

3. Washing or Cleaning of Outdoor Impervious Surfaces: Washing or cleaning of outdoor impervious surfaces, including Pressure Washing, is prohibited, except to meet federal, state or local health or safety standards. These standards specifically allow for required dust control.

4. Mobile Equipment Washing:

a. Routine washing of cars or trucks in residential settings and car wash fundraisers held on behalf of a non-profit organization is prohibited.

b. Cleaning of cars, trucks and other Mobile Equipment in other settings is also prohibited, with the following exceptions: washing of fire trucks and other emergency vehicles, rinsing of boats after use, flushing of boat motors after use, necessary cleaning of Lawn and maintenance and agricultural vehicles, rinsing of any vehicle after exposure to saltwater or sewage and washing of any vehicle immediately prior to sale, rent or lease (including lease termination, but excluding daily car or truck rentals).

5. Users shall, upon the specific request of the District, cease all uses of water that are not essential to public health, safety and welfare.

6. Users shall, upon the specific request of the applicable water utility with a District-approved WSMP, cease all uses of utility-provided water that are not essential to public heath, safety and welfare.
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