
68C-22.026  Sarasota and Associated County (Parts of Manatee and Charlotte) Zones.

(1) The purpose of this rule is to protect manatees and manatee habitat in Sarasota County as well as in the waters of counties adjacent to Sarasota County in portions of Sarasota Bay and Big Slough. In addition to Sarasota County, waters within the following counties are regulated within the provisions of this rule: Manatee County (Sarasota Bay) and Charlotte County (Big Slough). (Provisions setting forth procedures for resident access to “No Entry” zones are given under Rule 68C-22.003, F.A.C.)

(2) For the purpose of establishing safe havens and regulating the speed and operation of motorboats within the coastal waters of Sarasota County and associated waters in Manatee County, the following year-round zones are established, which shall include all associated and navigable tributaries, lakes, creeks, coves, bends, backwaters, canals, channels and boat basins, unless otherwise designated or excluded:

(a) SLOW SPEED ZONE – 

1. Buttonwood Harbor, Cranes Bayou Area: All waters of Sarasota Bay, including Buttonwood Harbor and Cranes Bayou, easterly of the general contour of the shoreline of Longboat Key, westerly and southwesterly of the following described line: Begin at the westernmost point of a peninsula known as Buttonwood Point (approximate latitude 27° 23' 08" North, approximate longitude 82° 37' 47" West); thence approximately North 05° 00' 00" East (True) to the southernmost tip of Whale Key (approximate latitude 27° 23' 30" North, approximate longitude 82° 37' 44" West); thence approximately North 50° 00' 00" West (True) to the northernmost point of the second unnamed island Northwesterly of Whale Key (approximate latitude 27° 23' 44" North, approximate longitude 82° 38' 02" West); thence approximately North 65° 00' 00" West (True) to the easternmost tip of White Key (approximate latitude 27° 23' 53" North, approximate longitude 82° 38' 26" West) for the Point of Termination, southwesterly of the southern and southwestern shoreline of White Key and southerly of a line which bears North 90° 00' 00" Eas(True) running through the westernmost tip of White Key (approximate latitude 27° 24' 04" North, approximate longitude 82° 38' 40" West)t);

2. Whitaker Bayou Area: All waters of Whitaker Bayou southerly of the centerline of the 27th Street Bridge, and that part of Sarasota Bay within 300 feet of the easterly shoreline of Sarasota Bay, southerly of a line which bears North 90° 00' 00" West (True) from a point at the intersection of the northern shoreline of Whitaker Bayou with the easterly shoreline of Sarasota Bay (approximate latitude 27° 21' 11" North, approximate longitude 82° 33' 09" West), and northerly of the westerly extension of the seawall forming the northern shore of the entrance to the Hyatt Boat Basin;

 3. New Pass: All waters of New Pass, southwesterly of a line which bears North 67° 00' 00" West (True) running from Green Day Marker “11” (latitude 27° 20' 13" North, longitude 82° 34' 37" West) to the northernmost tip of Quick Point on Longboat Key (approximate latitude 27° 20' 19" North, apppproximate longitude 82° 34' 57" West), southwesterly of a line which bears South 40° 00' 00" East (True) from Green Day Marker “11” , and northeasterly of a line which bears North 40° 00' 00" West (True) running through Green Day Marker “9” (latitude 27° 19' 55" North, longitude 82° 35' 01" West);

 4. City Island Lagoon Area: All waters of Sarasota Bay, including the City Island Lagoon area, and inclusive of all channels, northwesterly of the general contour of the shoreline of Coon Key and the centerline of the John Ringling Boulevard Bridges (connecting Bird Key to Coon Key and Coon Key to St. Armands Key), northeasterly of the general contour of the shoreline of St. Armands Key and the shoreline of City Island adjacent to John Ringling Parkway running northwesterly from St. Armands Key and the centerline of the John Ringling Parkway Bridge connecting St. Armands Key to City Island, southeasterly and easterly of the general contour of the shoreline of City Island, and southwesterly of a line bearing 147° from a point (approximate latitude 27°20'08.6" North, approximate longitude 82°34'21.1" West) on the eastern shoreline of City Island to a point (approximate latitude 27°19'31.6" North, approximate longitude 82°33'53.6" West) on Bird Key at the northwestern abutment of the John Ringling Causeway Bridge connecting Bird Key with Coon Key;

 5. Lido Key Area: All waters of Sarasota Bay lying southeasterly of the centerline of the John Ringling Boulevard Bridges (connecting Bird Key to Coon Key, Coon Key to St. Armands Key and St. Armandsnds Key to Lido Key), southerly of the general contour of the shoreline of Coon Key and St. Armands Key, easterly of Lido Key, westerly of Bird Key and the centerline of the Bird Key Drive Bridges, southwesterly of the centerline of the Wild Turkey Lane Bridge, and northerly of a line which bears approximately South 56° 00' 00" West (True) from the southernmost point of Bird Key and terminates at the general contour of the shoreline of Lido Key at the northerly tip of a peninsula (approximate latitude 27° 18' 23" North, approximate longitude 82° 33' 55" West), including any associated creeks, canals, boat basins, and/or backwater areas, except as otherwise designated under (2)(e);

6. Hudson Bayou Area: All waters of Hudson Bayou to its headwaters and that part of Sarasota Bay within 300 feet of the general contour of the easterly shoreline of Sarasota Bay, southerly of a line which bears North 90° 00' 00" West (True) from a point at the intersection of the northerly shoreline of Hudson Bayou with the easterly shoreline of Sarasota Bay (approximate latitude 27° 19' 28" North, approximate longitude 82° 32' 29" West), and northerly of a line which bears North 90° 00' 00" West (True) from a point at the intersection of the southeasterly lot line of Lot 149, Harbor Acres Subdivision, Section 2, Plat Book 4, Page 63 of the Public Records of Sarasota County, Florida, with the shoreline of Sarasota Bay (approximate latitude 27° 18' 57" North, approximate longitude 82° 32' 43" West);

7. Roberts Bay Area (north): All waters of Roberts Bay southerly of e centerline of the Siesta Drive Bridge (State Road 789) (connecting Bay Island with the mainland) and northerly of a line located 1700 feet northerly of and parallel with a line which bears North 78° 00' 00" East (True) running through Flashing Green Intracoastal Waterway Channel Marker “73” (latitude 27° 16' 22" North, longitude 82° 32' 37" West), including Hansen Bayou, southerly of the general contour of the northerly shoreline of Siesta Key, South Coconut Bayou, Coconut Bayou, and all waters associated with the Grand Canal waterway system throughout Siesta Key, except as otherwise designated under (2)(d) and (2)(e);

8. Little Sarasota Bay, Phillippi Creek Area: All waters o of Little Sarasota Bay and Phillippi Creek, including the channel of the Intracoastal Waterway, southerly of a line located 1700 feet northerly of and parallel with a line which bears North 78° 00' 00" East (True) running through Flashing Green Intracoastal Waterway Channel Marker “73” (latitude 27° 16' 22" North, longitude 82° 32' 37" West), northerly of a line which bears North 55° 00' 00" East (True) and runs through Red Intracoastal Waterway Channel Marker “62” (latitude 27° 15' 12" North, longitude 82° 31' 49" West), and southwesterly of the Phillippi Creek dam located northeasterly of the Tuttle Avenue Bridge;

9. Little Sarasota Bay, North Creek Area: All waters of Little Sarasota Bay, including all waters of Blind Pass Lagoon, Midnight Pass Lagoon, North Creek and Catfish Creek to the headwaters of said creeks, southerly of a line which bears North 55° 00' 00" East (True) and runs through Red Intracoastal Waterway Channel Marker “62” (latitude 27° 15' 12" North, longitude 82° 31' 49" West), and northerly of a line which bears North 90° 00' 00" East (True) and runs through the southerly tip of the first unnamed island South of Red Intracoastal Waterway Channel Marker “40” (latitude 27° 12' 11" North, longitude 82° 30' 05" West), except as otherwise designated under (2)(e);

10. Little Sarasota Bay, Dryman Bay Area: All waters of Little Sarasota Bay and Dryman Bay southerly of the northernmost edge of the Blackburn Point Bridge (connecting Casey Key to the mainland) and northerly of a line which bears North 60° 00' 00" East (True) and runs through Green Intracoastal Waterway Channel Marker “29” (latitude 27° 10' 07" North, longitude 82° 29' 19" West), except as otherwise designated under (2)(e);

11. South Creek Area: All waters of South Creek to the dam in Oscar Scherer State Park, Dryman Bay and Blackburn Bay southerly of a line which bears North 60° 00' 00" East (True) and runs through Green Intracoastal Waterway Channel Marker “29” (latitude 27° 10' 07" North, longitude 82° 29' 19" West), and northerly of a line which bears North 90° 00' 00" East (True) and runs through Flashing Green Intracoastal Waterway Channel Marker “23” (latitude 27° 09' 37" North, longitude 82° 29' 03" West);

12. Blackburn Bay Area: All waters of Blackburn Bay southerly of a line which bears North 90° 00' 00" East (True) and runs through Flashing Green Intracoastal Waterway Channel Marker “23” (latitude 27° 09' 37" North, longitude 82° 29' 03" West), and northerly of a line which bears North 90° 00' 00" East (True) and runs through Green Intracoastal Waterway Channel Marker “13” (latitude 27° 07' 54" North, longitude 82° 28' 14" West), except as otherwise designated under (2)(e);

13. Blackburn Bay, Lyons Bay, Dona Bay, Shakett Creek and Venice Inlet Area: All waters of Blackburn Bay, Lyons Bay, Dona Bay, Venice Inlet, and Shakett Creek to the control structure southwesterly of Interstate Highway 75 (State Road 93), including Fox Creek and Salt Creek to the headwaters of said creeks, southerly of a line which bears North 90° 00' 00" East (True) and runs through Green Intracoastal Waterway Channel Marker “13” (latitude 27° 07' 54" North, longitude 82° 28' 14" West), northerly of a line which bears approximately North 68° 00' 00" East (True) running through Flashing Red Intracoastal Waterway Channel Marker “16” (latitude 27° 06' 46" North, longitude 82° 27' 36" West) to the northernmost tip of Enchanted Island Subdivision, Plat Book 18, Page 31 of the Public Records of Sarasota County, Florida, easterly of a line which bears North 08° 00' 00" West (True) located 350 feet North 90° 00' 00" West (True) of Green Venice Inlet Day Beacon “5” (latitude 27° 06' 45" North, longitude 82° 27' 54" West);

14. Roberts Bay (south) Area: Those waters of Roberts Bay, as follows, except as otherwise designated under (2)(e):

a. Those waters of Roberts Bay southerly of a line which bears approximately North 68° 00' 00" East (True) running through Flashing Red Intracoastal Waterway Channel Marker “16” (latitude 27°  06' 46" North, longitude 82° 27' 36" West) to the northernmost tip of Enchanted Island Subdivision, Plat Book 18, Page 31 of the Public Records of Sarasota County, Florida, and westerly of a line which bears North 00° 00' 00" East (True) running through Red Intracoastal Waterway Channel Marker “12” (latitude 27° 06' 33" North, longitude 82° 27' 19" West); and

b. Those waters of Roberts Bay easterly of a line which bears North 00° 00' 00" East (True) running through Red Intracoastal Waterway Channel Marker “12” (latitude 27° 06' 33" North, longitude 82° 27' 19" West), northwesterly of a line which bears North 60° 00' 00" East (True) running through Red Intracoastal Waterway Channel Marker “8” (latitude 27° 06' 26" North, longitude 82° 26' 54" West), southerly of the northerly boundary of the main marked channel of the Intracoastal Waterway between Red Intracoastal Waterway Channel Marker “12” and Flashing Red Intracoastal Waterway Channel Marker “10” (latitude 27° 06' 33" North, longitude 82° 27' 00" West), and southerly of a line which bears North 60° 00' 00" East (True) running from Flashing Red Intracoastal Waterway Channel Marker “10” to the easterly shoreline of Roberts Bay;

15. Roberts Bay (South), Curry Creek and Blackburn Canal Area: Those waters of Roberts Bay within 100 feet of the general contour of the easterly shoreline of that part of Roberts Bay westerly of U.S. Highway 41, northerly of a line which bears North 60° 00' 00" East (True) running from Flashing Red Intracoastal Waterway Channel Marker “10” to the easterly shoreline of Roberts Bay, and easterly of a line which bears South 00° 00' 00" West (True) from the intersection of the easterly line of Lot 10, Block 19, Nokomis Subdivision, Plat Book 1, Page 11 of the Public Records of Sarasota County, Florida, with the northerly shoreline of Roberts Bay, and all waters of Curry Creek from Roberts Bay to the Myakka River, and all waters of Blackburn Canal to its headwaters;

16. Hatchett Creek: All waters of Hatchett Creek westerly of the centerline of U.S. Highway 41, (Venice By-Pass), southerly of a line which bears North 60° 00' 00" East (True) running through Red Intracoastal Waterway Channel Marker “8” (latitude 27° 06' 26" North, longitude 82° 26' 54" West), and northerly of a line which bears North 25° 00' 00" East (True) located 400 feet southeasterly of the centerline of the U.S. 41 (Business) Bridge, as measured along the centerline of the Intracoastal Waterway;

17. Country Club Estates Area: All waters of the boat basin serving the Country Club Estates mobile home park, southwesterly of the general contour of the southwesterly shoreline of the Venice Airport Canal; and

18. Alligator Creek, Lemon Bay Area: All waters of Alligator Creek southwesterly of the centerline of the U.S. Highway 41 Bridge, and Lemon Bay southeasterly of a line which bears North 50° 00' 00" East (True) running through Red Intracoastal Waterway Channel Marker “52” (latitude 27° 02' 46" North, longitude 82° 26' 00" West), and northerly of the Sarasota/Charlotte County line, except as otherwise designated under (2)(b) and (2)(e).

(b) IDLE SPEED ZONE –

1. Hyatt Boat Basin: All wate of the Hyatt Boat Basin and that portion of Sarasota Bay lying easterly of a line from a point 300 feet North 90° 00' 00" West (True) from the corner of the seawall at the southwest corner of the Hyatt site to Red Day Marker “4” (latitude 27° 20' 12" North, longitude 82° 33' 06" West), northerly of a line which bears North 90° 00' 00" East (True) and runs through Red Day Marker “4”, and southerly of the westerly extension of the seawall forming the northern shore of the entrance to said Hyatt Boat Basin; and

2. Forked Creek Area: All waters of:

a. Forked Creek, Waterford Canal, Windsor Canal, Greenlawn Channel, Fairview Channel and North Branch; and

b. Lemon Bay, inclusive of the channel leading into Forked Creek, southeasterly of a line located 400 feet northwesterly of and parallel with the centerline of the channel leading into Forked Creek, northwesterly of a line located 400 feet southeasterly of and parallel with the centerline of the channel leading into Forked Creek, northeasterly of a line located 200 feet northeasterly of and parallel with the northeasterly boundary of the main marked channel of the Intracoastal Waterway.

(c) NO ENTRY ZONE – Pansy Bayou: All waters of that body of water commonly known as Pansy Bayou (being that body of water north and west of St. Armands Key, easterly of Lido Key, and westerly of the centerline of John Ringling Parkway, also known as State Road 780), lying northerly of the centerline of John Ringling Boulevard.

(d) MAXIMUM 35 MPH ZONE –

1. Roberts Bay (north) Area: Those waters of Roberts Bay surrounding the spopoil island commonly referred to as “Skiers Island” located approximately 800 feet westerly of the Intracoastal Waterway near Flashing Green Intracoastal Waterway Channel Marker “79” (latitude 27° 17' 17" North, longitude 82° 32' 46" West), bounded on the north by a line which bears North 90° 00' 00" East (True) located 300 feet northerly of the northernmost tip of the shoreline of the spoil island, bounded on the south by a line which bears North 90° 00' 00" East (True) located 300 feet southerly of the southernmost tip of the shoreline of the spoil island, bounded on the west by a line 300 feet westerly of and parallel with the general contour of the westerly shoreline of the spoil island, and bounded on the east by the westerly boundary of the main marked channel of the Intracoastal Waterway; and

2. Roberts Bay (south) Area: Those waters of Roberts Bay, easterly of a line which bears North 00° 00' 00" East (True) running through Red Intracoastal Waterway Channel Marker “12” (latitude 27° 06' 33" North, longitude 82° 27' 19" West), northerly of the northerly boundary of the main marked channel of the Intracoastal Waterway between Red Intracoastal Waterway Channel Marker “12” and Flashing Red Intracoastal Waterway Channel Marker “10” (latitude 27° 06' 33" North, longitude 82° 27' 00" West), northerly of a line which bears North 60° 00' 00" East (True) running from Flashing Red Intracoastal Waterway Channel Marker “10” to the easterly shoreline of Roberts Bay, and easterly to within 100 feet of the general contour of the easterly shoreline of that part of Roberts Bay westerly of U.S. Highway 41, northerly of a line which bears North 60° 00' 00" East (True) running from Flashing Red Intracoastal Waterway Channel Marker “10” to the easterly shoreline of Roberts Bay, and easterly of a line which bears South 00° 00' 00" West (True) from the intersection of the easterly line of Lot 10, Block 19, Nokomis Subdivision, Plat Book 1, Page 11 of the Public Records of Sarasota County, Florida, with the northerly shoreline of Roberts Bay.

(e) MAXIMUM 25 MPH ZONE –

1. Lido Key Area: All waters of the unnamed main marked channel lying southeasterly of the centerline of the John Ringling Boulevard Bridge connecting Bird Key to Coon Key, and northerly of a line which bears approximately South 56° 00' 00" West (True) from the southernmost point of Bird Key and terminates at the general contour of the shoreline of Lido Key at the northerly tip of a peninsula (approximate latitude 27° 18' 23" North, approximate longitude 82° 33' 55" West);

2. Roberts Bay (north): All waters of the main marked channel of the Intracoastal Waterway southerly of the centerline of the Siesta Drive Bridge (State Road 789) connecting Bay Island with the mainland, and northerly of a line located 1700 feet northerly of and parallel with a line which bears North 78° 00' 00" East (True) running through Flashing Green Intracoastal Waterway Channel Marker “73” (latitude 27° 16' 22" North, longitude 82° 32' 37" West);

3. Little Sarasota Bay, North Creek Area: All waters of the main marked channel of the Intracoastal Waterway southerly of a line which bears North 55° 00' 00" East (True) and runs through Red Intracoastal Waterway Channel Marker “62” (latitude 27° 15' 12" North, longitude 82° 31' 49" West), and northerly of a line which bears North 90° 00' 00" East (True) and runs through the southerly tip of the first unnamed island south of Red Intracoastal Waterway Channel Marker “40” (latitude 27° 12' 11" North, longitude 82° 30' 05" West);

4. Little Sarasota Bay, Dryman Bay Area: All waters of the main marked channel of the Intracoastal Waterway southerly of the northernmost edge of the Blackburn Point Bridge (connecting Casey Key to the mainland) and northerly of a line which bears North 60° 00' 00" East (True) and runs through Green Intracoastal Waterway Channel Marker “29” (latitude 27° 10' 07" North, longitude 82° 29' 19" West);

5. Blackburn Bay Area: All waters of the main marked channel of the Intracoastal Waterway southerly of a line which bears North 90° 00' 00" East (True) and runs through Flashing Green Intracoastal Waterway Channel Marker “23” (latitude 27° 09' 37" North, longitude 82° 29' 03” West), and northerly of a line which bears North 90° 00' 00” East (True) and runs through Green Intracoastal Waterway Channel Marker “13” (latitude 27° 07' 54" North, longitude 82° 28' 14" West);

6. Roberts Bay (south) Area: All waters of the main marked channel of the Intracoastal Waterway southerly of a line which bears approximately North 68° 00' 00" East (True) running through Flashing Red Intracoastal Waterway Channel Marker “16” (latitude 27° 06' 46" North, longitude 82° 27' 36" West) and northwesterly of a line which bears North 60° 00' 00" East (True) running through Red Intracoastal Waterway Channel Marker “8” (latitude 27° 06' 26" North, longitude 82° 26' 54" West);

7. Venice Airport Canal: All waters of the Venice Airport Canal, southerly of a line which bears North 25° 00' 00" East (True) located 400 feet southeasterly of the centerline of the U.S. 41 (Business) Bridge, as measured along the centerline of the Intracoastal Waterway, and northwesterly of a line which bears North 50° 00' 00" East (True) running through Red Intracoastal Waterway Channel Marker “52” (latitude 27° 02' 46" North, longitude 82° 26' 00" West), except those waters associated with Red Lake; and

8. Lemon Bay Area: All waters of the main marked channel of the Intracoastal Waterway southeasterly of a line which bears North 50° 00' 00" East (True) running through Red Intracoastal Waterway Channel Marker “52” (latitude 27° 02' 46" North, longitude 82° 26' 00" West), and northerly of the Sarasota County/Charlotte County line.

 (3) For the purpose of establishing safe havens and regulating the speed and operation of motorboats within the Myakka River-Big Slough area of Sarasota County and associated waters of Charlotte County, the following year-round and seasonal zones are established, which shall include all associated and navigable tributaries, lakes, creeks, coves, bends, backwaters, canals, channels and boat basins, unless otherwise designated or excluded:

(a) SLOW SPEED ZONE –

1. Myakka River Area: All waters of the Myakka River northwesterly of the Sarasota County/Charlotte County line and southwesterly of the westerly line of the Myakka River State Park, said line being the westerly line of Section 7, Township 38 South, Range 20 East, including any associated waters in and around the Warm Mineral Springs development, and Deer Prairie Creek to its headwaters, excluding the section of Salt Creek and Warm Mineral Springs upstream (northeast) of the weir (approximate latitude 27°03'16.8" North, approximate longitude 82°15'51.7" West) located approximately 2300 feet downstream (southwest) of the headwaters of Warm Mineral Springs and also excluding the area otherwise designated for seasonal regulation under paragraph (3)(b) when said seasonal zone is in effect; and

2. Big Slough Area: Those waters of Big Slough (Myakkahatchee Creek per various plats of Port Charlotte Subdivision recorded in the Public Records of Sarasota County, Florida), inclusive of all channels, northeasterly of the Myakka River, and southwesterly of the dam northerly of U.S. Highway 41 (State Route 45).

(b) NO ENTRY ZONE (November 15 – March 15) – Warm Mineral Springs/Salt Creek Area: Those waters of Salt Creek and Warm Mineral Springs north of U.S. Highway 41, south of the weir (approximate latitude 27°03’16.8" North, approximate longitude 82°15'51.7" West) located approximately 2300 feet downstream (southwest) of the headwaters of Warm Mineral Springs, and west of a line bearing 7° from a point (approximate latitude 27°02'56.3" North, approximate longitude 82°15'42.9" West) on the southern shoreline of Salt Creek approximately 2600 feet east of the confluence with the Warm Mineral Springs run.

 (4) For the purpose of exempting qualifying commercial fishermen and professional fishing guides from certain speed zone restrictions, as provided under subsection 68C-22.003(6), F.A.C., the following conditions and procedures for exemption application shall apply:

(a) Exemptions shall apply seasonally and year-round to zones, or portions of zones, specified as follows:

1. Year-round exemptions, with speeds not to exceed 20 MPH, will be considered within the zone partially described in (2)(a)9.;

2. Seasonal exemptions, with speeds not to exceed 20 MPH, from December 1 through February 28 will be considered within the zones described or partially described in subparagraphs (2)(a)7., (2)(a)8., (2)(a)10., (2)(a)11., (2)(a)12., (2)(a)13., (2)(a)14., (2)(a)15., and (2)(a)16., F.A.C.;

3. Seasonal exemptions, for the purpose of setting nets to encircle fish only, from March 1 through November 30 will be considered within the zones described or partially described in subparagraphs (2)(a)10., (2)(a)12., (2)(a)13. and, (2)(a)15., F.A.C.;

4. Seasonal exemptions, for the purpose of setting nets to encircle fish only, from December 1 through February 28 will be considered within the zone partially described in subparagraph (2)(a)18., F.A.C.; and

5. Year-round exemptions, for the purpose of setting nets to encircle fish only, will be considered within the zones partially described in subparagraphs (2)(a)1., (2)(a)9., and (2)(a)18., F.A.C.

(b) A recipient of an exemption must maintain speeds of less than 20 MPH at all times within the restricted area, and comply with any and all conditions specified within the notice of exemption as well as under the provisions of this rule and subsection 68C-22.003(6), F.A.C.

(c) Exemptions granted will not apply on weekends or state-recognized holidays.

(d) Any commercial fisherman or professional fishing guide fulfilling the requirements set forth under subsection 68C-22.003(6), F.A.C., may apply for the exemption, one of which shall be required for each vessel so operated, by completing the application form specified. Applications for exemption in accordance with the provisions of this rule may be obtained from the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, Division of Law Enforcement office, 5110 Gandy Boulevard, Tampa, Florida 33611 (telephone 814/272-2516).

 (5) The following condition shall apply to the “Watersports Area” so described as a Maximum 35 MPH Zone in subparagraph (2)(d)1.: Waterskiing and similar watersports activities shall be conducted in a counter-clockwise direction around the spoil island commonly referred to as “Skiers Island.”

 (6) The zones described in subsections 68C-22.026(2) and (3), F.A.C., are depicted on the following maps labeled “Sarasota County Manatee Protection Zones.” The maps are intended as depictions of the above-described zones. In the event of conflict between the maps and descriptions, the descriptions shall prevail.

(7) The amendments to Rule 68C-22.026, F.A.C., as approved by the Commission on September 12, 2002, shall take effect as soon as the regulatory markers are posted.

 Specific Authority 370.12(2)(g), (n), (o) FS. Law Implemented 370.12(2)(d), (f), (k), (n), (o) FS. History–New 1-27-92, Formerly 16N-22.026, 62N-22.026, Amended 12-12-02.

