69K-32.007 Requirement for Instruction on Human Immunodeficiency Virus, Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome and Communicable Diseases.

(1) As a condition of renewal of licensure, each funeral director, embalmer, and direct disposer licensed under Chapter 497, F.S., shall complete a board-approved educational course as set out in Rule 69K-32.002, F.A.C., which shall be presented by a board-approved provider. Each licensee shall confirm on the application for license renewal that he or she has completed such educational course.

(2) The Department shall not renew the license of any licensee unless it has received and recorded confirmation that the licensee has completed an educational course as required under subsection (1).

(3) To receive the Board’s approval, such educational courses shall be, at a minimum, one hour in length and shall consist of:

(a) Education on the transmission, infection control procedures, and prevention of HIV and AIDS;

(b) Special emphasis on precautions to be used in handling and transporting dead human bodies, handling and disposal of body fluids and tissues removed during embalming, and procedures to be used in sterilizing implements and equipment used in embalmings;

(c) Discussion of current Florida law on HIV and AIDS.

(d) Communicable diseases including transmission, sterilization techniques and risk education methods in the practice of professional services.

(4) To receive the Board’s approval, a course provider shall demonstrate to the Board that he or she has special training, knowledge, or skill regarding the teaching of such educational courses. In deciding whether to approve a course provider, the Board shall consider his or her educational background, professional training, and experience in teaching educational courses.

(5) In order to be considered for approval, a proposal for such an educational course must be submitted to the Board’s Planning and Development Committee at least thirty days prior to the next scheduled board meeting along with a continuing education provider application fee of $100.00. The proposal shall include information about the course provider’s special training, knowledge, or skill regarding the teaching of such educational courses. No course may be taught for credit until it has received the Board’s approval in accordance with this rule.

(6) Each approved course provider shall record the attendance of each licensee during the course presentation, shall ensure that such licensee attends the entire course, and shall certify such attendance to the Department within 30 days after such course presentation. Failure to comply with this subsection shall be grounds for rescinding approval of the course and provider under subsection (8). The Board or its designee may monitor any such approved educational course to ensure that the course and course provider comply with this rule.

(7) At anytime, the Board may deny or rescind its approval of a course or provider if it finds that: such approval was the result of misrepresentation, fraud, or mistake; the course which is being provided or the provider fails to cover the information required by statute or subsection (3) or fails to meet other requirements specified in this rule; or the course significantly varies from the course proposal that was approved by the Board. Before rescinding approval of a course or provider, the Board shall give the course provider notice and opportunity to be heard. If the Board denies or rescinds its approval of a course because of the course provider’s fraud or intentional misrepresentation in obtaining such approval, then the course provider shall thereafter be barred from presenting any other course to licensees for credit unless the course provider demonstrates to the Board that he or she has been sufficiently rehabilitated to be trusted to provide such course to licensees in the future.

(8) Each applicant for an initial license shall confirm on the application for licensure that he or she has completed a board-approved education course as set out in Rule 69K-32.002, F.A.C., presented by a board-approved provider. Completion of such course shall be a condition of licensure. Except for good cause shown by sworn and notarized affidavit, no person shall be granted an initial license unless he or she complies with this subsection. Upon the filing of such affidavit, the Department shall determine whether to allow an applicant, who has not taken such a board-approved educational course at the time of licensure, six months to complete this requirement. Failure to complete such course within the six-month period shall be grounds for disciplinary action. For purposes of this subsection, good cause shall include inability to take a board-approved course due to the applicant’s residency outside of Florida.

(9) To ensure that courses and course providers stay current, the Board’s approval granted pursuant to this rule shall be valid for only two years. Thereafter, applications for reapproval of courses and course providers must be submitted in accordance with this rule.

(10) All licensees shall be required to complete a board-approved educational course as set out in Rule 69K-32.002, F.A.C., each biennium. A licensee who holds more than one license under Chapter 497, F.S., will only need to complete one board-approved educational course.
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