62-18.770  Heavy Trucks, Truck Tractors, and Buses. 
Exhaust systems for motor vehicles with a manufacturer’s gross vehicle weight rating over 10,000 pounds shall comply with the specified noise limits of this part when tested in accordance with the following specifications:

(1) Measuring Site. The vehicle under test shall be positioned in a flat, open area. No sound reflecting surface other than the ground and the vehicle shall be within a 50-foot (15.2m) radius of both the microphone and the vehicle.

(2) Microphone Location. The microphone of the sound level meter shall be located at a height of 4 feet (1.2 m) above the ground and at a distance of 50 feet (15.2 m) from the side of the vehicle (Figure 7).

[Figure 7]

(3) Engine Operation. All auxiliary equipment shall be turned off. Clutched fan units shall not be engaged while undergoing measurement. With the transmission in neutral and its clutch engaged, governed engines shall be rapidly accelerated from idle speed to maximum governed speed with wide open throttle, then decelerated to idle speed. For ungoverned engines, the engine speed shall be three-quarters of maximum rpm.

(4) Exhaust Sound Level. The tests shall be conducted on each side of the vehicle until two measurements are obtained which are within 2 dBA of each other. The sound level for a given side shall be the average of the two highest measurements which are within 2 dBA of each other. The sound level recorded shall be that of the loudest side of the vehicle. The maximum stationary sound level for motor vehicles with a manufacturer’s gross vehicle weight rating over 10,000 pounds (4,536 kg) shall not exceed 88 dBA.

Rulemaking Authority 403.061(7), 403.061(11), 403.415 FS. Law Implemented 403.415, 403.415(8) FS. History–New 7-19-77, Formerly 17-18.77, 17-18.770.

