65G-4.005 Renewal of Behavior Analysis Certification.

(1) Certification in behavior analysis shall be renewed every two years from the date of certification under these rules, if the applicant for renewal meets the following requirements:

(a) Completion of 16 hours of continuing education for renewal of certification as an associate behavior analyst and 24 hours of continuing education for renewal of certification as a behavior analyst within the applicant’s two year certification period. However, to be accepted, one hour of continuing education must be no less than 50 minutes of instruction in one hour.

(b) Submittal of a completed renewal application form, entitled “Behavior Analysis Certification Renewal,” incorporated by reference, and payment of the certification renewal fee prescribed by the Agency at least 45 days in advance of the expiration of the applicant’s two year certification period.

(2) The following shall be accepted toward fulfillment of the continuing education requirements:

(a) Completion of college or university courses, the content of which is entirely behavior analytic, taken from an institution that meets the requirements specified in Rule 65G-4.003, F.A.C.

(b) Completion of programs approved by the Agency under Rule 65G-4.007, F.A.C.

(c) Completion of programs not approved by the Agency provided such programs relate directly to the practice of behavior analysis or other topics pertinent to developmental disabilities.

(d) Attendance at local review committee meetings, established in Rule 65G-4.008, F.A.C., provided that the work of the applicant is discussed at the meeting with a focus on graphic displays of data.

(e) The combined total number of hours of continuing education from the categories defined in paragraphs (c) and (d), above, shall not exceed 25 percent of the total required hours of continuing education.

(f) Presentation or moderation by the applicant of approved continuing education programs on a one-time basis for each program. A maximum of 25 percent of the total required hours of continuing education may come from this category.

(g) Authorship or co-authorship of a research or review article on the application of behavior analysis that is published, during the two year certification period to which credit is to be applied, in a journal that requires that authors meet the American Psychological Association’s ethical guidelines for authorship. A publication shall count towards a maximum of 25 percent of the total required hours of continuing education.

(3) Prior to the end of the two-year certification period, an associate behavior analyst or behavior analyst may request in writing that the Agency place his or her certification on inactive status for a maximum period of four years. At the time of the request, the certificate holder shall pay the fee prescribed by the Agency for placing certification on inactive status. While certification is on inactive status, the person shall not exercise any privileges associated with certification.

(4) Inactive certification may be reactivated if the applicant:

(a) Submits the reactivation form entitled “Reactivation of Certification,” which is incorporated by reference, and pays the certification renewal fee prescribed by the Agency. The applicant’s two year certification period will begin on the date the Agency reactivates the applicant’s certification.

(b) Completes the number of hours of continuing education required for the period beginning with the last renewal of certification and ending with the date of reactivation of certification.

(5) Once an inactive certificate expires, in order to be recertified, the person must meet the eligibility and examination requirements and pay the certification fees prescribed by these rules.
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