60L-39.006 Duties and Responsibilities of the Fiscal Agent. 

(1) The state fiscal agent, which the Department shall select through competitive procurement, shall provide state level coordination of the campaign and oversee the activities of area fiscal agents, which receive, account for, and distribute charitable contributions among participating charitable organizations. The state fiscal agent shall ensure that campaign brochures and materials treat all participating organizations and federations equally and fairly. Campaign brochures shall provide fair listing order and the same type, size, and color print for all participating organizations and for all federations.

(2) The duties and responsibilities of the area fiscal agent shall include the following:

(a) The area fiscal agent shall select, train and manage a local steering committee composed of state employees in the fiscal agent area to assist in conducting the campaign and to direct the distribution of undesignated funds. The fiscal agent shall select the local steering committee from among recommendations provided by interested participating organizations, if any, with the approval of the Steering Committee. Any local steering committee member shall disclose any affiliation with a participating charity or federation prior to voting on undesignated funds. Federations shall submit the names of potential steering committee members, if any, to the area fiscal agent by July 1 of each year.

(b) The area fiscal agent shall train employee keyworkers and volunteers in the methods of non-coercive solicitation.

(c) The area fiscal agent shall honor employee designations.

(d) The area fiscal agent shall help to ensure that no employee is coerced or questioned as to the employee’s designation or its amount, other than for arithmetical inconsistencies.

(e) The area fiscal agent shall respond in a timely and appropriate manner to inquiries from employees, participating organizations, federations or the Steering Committee.

(f) The area fiscal agent shall notify participating organizations and federations of the name and address of the local steering committee chairperson and ensure them access to the steering committee meetings. 

(g) For meetings during which undesignated funds will be discussed, the area fiscal agent shall ensure a minimum of a two-week notice to participating federations is provided.

(h) The area fiscal agent shall ensure that distribution of undesignated funds is limited to participating organizations and federations in the FSECC and that any undesignated funds distributed in any local fiscal agent’s area to a charitable organization providing direct services in that area are in the same percentage as the designated funds received by the charitable organization in that area.
(i) The area fiscal agent shall ensure the timely distribution of campaign funds to participating organizations and federations on at least a quarterly basis. If an area fiscal agent’s prior year’s collections from the FSECC fall below the prior year’s median raised by all area fiscal agents (an amount to be determined by the state fiscal agent by calculating the median amount raised by all area fiscal agents), the area fiscal agent is authorized to make distributions on a less than quarterly basis, so long as all distributions are made within the funding year.

(j) The area fiscal agent shall withhold the reasonable costs for conducting the campaign and for accounting and distribution to the participating organizations and federations. These costs shall be shared proportionately by the participating federations and independent or unaffiliated organizations based on their percentage share of the gross campaign.
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