65H-2.002 Definitions.

For the purposes of this chapter, the following definitions apply:

(1) “Assessment” means a psychosocial evaluation to determine if those persons referred to a batterer intervention program will benefit from mental health or substance abuse treatment programs prior to or concurrent with batterer intervention.

(2) “Assessor” means a person who is certified hereunder to perform the psychosocial assessment of individuals who have been referred to a certified batterer intervention program.

(3) “Batterer” means a perpetrator of domestic violence, as defined in Section 741.325(8), F.S. or dating violence, as defined in Section 784.046(1)(d), F.S. 

(4) “Batterer Intervention Program” means a 29-week program certified hereunder that addresses the perpetration of violence by an intimate partner, spouse, ex-spouse, or a person who shares a child in common or who is a cohabitant in an intimate relationship for the purpose of exercising power and control by one over the other. 

(5) “Certification” means a process of satisfying the requirements and minimum standards as set forth in rule and in statute for establishing a certified batterer intervention program or certified assessor.

(6) “Certification Fee” means a fee charged by the Department for state certification as a batterer intervention program or as an assessor.

(7) “Curriculum” means the approved educational content for a certified batterer intervention program.

(8) “Dating Violence” means violence between individuals who have or have had a continuing and significant relationship of a romantic or intimate nature as defined in Section 784.046(1)(d), F.S.

(9) “Department” means the Florida Department of Children and Family Services.

(10) “Direct service personnel or staff” means the on-site director responsible for the day to day operation of a certified batterer intervention program, or persons who are employed or contracted by a provider to conduct orientation, facilitate groups or conduct assessments.

(11) “Domestic Violence” means the perpetration of violence between intimate partners, spouses, ex-spouses, or those who share a child in common or who are cohabitants in an intimate relationship for the purpose of exercising power and control by one over the other as defined in Section 741.325(8), F.S.

(12) “Equality Wheel” means a graphically designed tool that illustrates the dynamics of an equal, violence-free partnership.

(13) “Facilitator” means a group leader for a certified batterer intervention program.

(14) “Good moral character" means a personal history of honesty, fairness, and respect for the rights of others and for laws of this state and nation.

(15) “Monitoring” means a process of reviewing the administrative and programmatic components of a certified batterer intervention program and certified assessor to ensure compliance with minimum standards as set forth in rule and in statute.
(16) “Office of Certification and Monitoring” means the unit within the department responsible for the certification and monitoring of batterer intervention programs and assessors.  

(17) “Participant” means an individual who is adjudged to have committed an act of domestic violence as defined in Section 741.325(8), F.S., or dating violence as defined by Section 784.046, F.S., those against whom an injunction for protection against domestic violence is entered, those referred by the department, and those who volunteer to attend a program.

(18) “Participant Fee” means the fee that shall be paid to the department by an individual who has been ordered by the court to attend a certified batterer intervention program, as provided for in Section 741.327(2), F.S.

(19) “Power and Control Model” means intervention that recognizes domestic violence where one partner in an intimate relationship systematically uses tactics of emotional and physical abuse in order to maintain power and control over the other.

(20) “Power and Control Wheel” means a graphically designed tool that illustrates the overall pattern of abusive and violent behaviors used by batterers to establish and maintain control over their partners.

(21) “Program” means the certified 29-week educational intervention for individuals who have committed an act of domestic violence. The program includes intake/enrollment, assessment, orientation, and 24 weekly group sessions.

(22) “Program Fee” means the fee assessed by the provider as payment by the participant for services, as provided for in Section 741.325(6), F.S. 

(23) “Provider” means the owner and/or operator of the batterer intervention program and/or assessor certified by the department’s Office of Monitoring and Certification of Batterer Intervention Programs.

(24) “Psychoeducational Model” means a critical thinking program model that uses structured didactic interventions with batterers.
(25) “Victim” means an intimate partner, spouse, ex-spouse or one who shares a child in common or who is a cohabitant in an intimate relationship against whom the batterer has perpetrated an act of violence for the purpose of exercising power and control as defined in Section 741.325(8), F.S.
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