65H-2.008 Assessment Requirements.

(1) The court makes the determination as to whether or not domestic violence has occurred prior to referring the individual to a certified batterer intervention program. The role of the certified assessor is to perform a psychosocial assessment on each individual referred to a program for the following purposes:

(a) To identify persons who will benefit from concurrent mental health or substance abuse treatment programs,

(b) To screen-out those persons who have substance abuse problems that make them unable to participate in the group program even with concurrent or preliminary treatment,

(c) To screen out those persons who have severe mental illness or mental deficiency who would not benefit from the program,

(d) To screen out those persons who have criminal records of violence and who would not benefit from the program, and

(e) To screen out those individuals whose offense or history does not involve domestic violence as defined in Section 741.325(8), F.S. 

(2) The assessment shall elicit information on the domestic violence incident that may be used by the provider during the intervention program.

(3) The assessor shall conduct written assessments and provide a copy to the program within five (5) business days of the assessment.

(4) If the individual is determined ineligible for a certified batterer intervention program, the assessor shall include in the written assessment the reasons for the determination and specific recommendations for alternative intervention or treatment.

(5) Upon the program’s receipt of the written assessment with the ineligible determination, the program shall immediately advise the referral source and probation and parole, if applicable, of the assessor’s determination and recommendations.

Specific Authority 741.325 FS. Law Implemented 741.325 FS. History–New 4-26-07.

