65H-2.009 Assessor Eligibility.

(1) Assessor Credentials. To qualify for certification, an assessor shall meet the following educational, experiential and training requirements:

(a) Licensed under Chapter 490 or 491, F.S. Assessors certified by the department prior to the date of promulgation of this rule are exempt from this requirement. 

(b) Completion of 21 hours of facilitator training by department-approved trainers on the power and control model of intervention.

(c) Completion of eight (8) hours of training on the relationship of substance abuse to domestic violence by department-approved trainers.

(2) Assessor Continuing Education Training.

(a) As a condition of annual certification renewal, each assessor shall complete annually a minimum of 12 hours of continuing education. The training must contribute to the advancement, extension or enhancement of the assessor’s skills and knowledge related to the assessment of a batterer. Training shall comply with the program standards as required in Rule 65H-2.005, F.A.C., and include information in any of the following areas as they pertain to intimate partner violence: current law; evaluation and intervention with families; victimization, effects on children, dating violence, intervention and prevention, alcohol evaluation and treatment; and the power and control model.

(b) Confirmation of the completed 12 hours of training shall be included in the annual renewal application. No credit will be given for trainings that do not meet the standards as stipulated in rule.

(c) Documentation for all continuing education training must be updated and maintained in the personnel file for review by authorized department staff or department authorized agents during the department’s on-site monitoring or mailed to the Office of Certification and Monitoring upon the department’s request. 

(3) Good Moral Conduct.

(a) All applicants seeking certification shall complete annually, as a condition of certification and certification renewal, Form CF 1649D, Declaration of Good Moral Character, January 2007, which is incorporated by reference.

(b) An applicant is not eligible for certification who has been a perpetrator of domestic violence or subject of an injunction for protection against domestic violence unless the applicant has successfully completed a batterer intervention program certified by the department and remained violence free for a minimum period of five (5) years.  

(c) An applicant is not eligible for certification if under any form of community supervision including probation, pre-trial diversion, or parole.

(d) The department may grant an exemption from disqualification for certification, except as stipulated in paragraphs (3)(b)-(c) above, if the applicant can provide documentation that she or he has not been convicted of any of the disqualifying offenses for a minimum period of five (5) years.

(e) The department shall terminate certification if the assessor is convicted or found guilty, regardless of adjudication, or entered a plea of nolo contendere, to any disqualifying offense. The assessor shall notify the department’s Office of Certification and Monitoring of the disqualifying offense within 72 hours. 
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