9B-1.009 Design Plan and Systems Approval.

(1) General. A final design plan approval shall be contingent upon compliance with these rules and the building codes specified in Rule 9B-1.004, F.A.C. The manufacturer shall submit plans for approval by the Third Party Agency. The Third Party Agency reviewing the plans shall notify a manufacturer of any apparent errors or omissions and request any additional information necessary to evaluate the plans submitted within thirty days of receipt of the plans. The Department shall have the authority to seek revocation of a plan approval by a Third Party Agency if, through monitoring activities, the Department discovers that the plans fail to comply with the standards adopted herein.

(2) Design Plan Submittal. Completed sets of design plans and specifications, prepared by an architect or engineer licensed to practice in the State of Florida, except as exempted by Florida law; supporting calculations and any required test results for each system and prototype to be approved. Based on compliance with the codes in Rule 9B-1.004, F.A.C., the Third Party Agency’s plans examiner licensed under Chapter 468, F.S., shall approve or disapprove the manufacturer’s submittal. If the submittal is approved, the individual shall affix a stamp authorized by the Department on each sheet. Plans drawn to a scale less than 1/8'' to the foot are not acceptable. Plans shall be legible for reproduction purposes.

(3) System Approval. The manufacturer may submit through the Third Party Agency for Department approval a system of construction which may include any or all elements of building systems such as structural, mechanical, plumbing, and electrical elements or components. Such submission shall include all documents and data providing complete information necessary for evaluation of the systems’ performance and capabilities for its intended use. 

(4) A licensed modular plan reviewer shall review each set of documents so submitted, including the plans, specifications and design calculations, for compliance with the appropriate code and this part and shall utilize a checklist. The plans review and the checklist utilized therewith shall at a minimum contain the following elements and comply with Rule Chapter 9B-72, F.A.C.:

(a) For commercial buildings:

1. Building including determination of occupancy group and special occupancy requirements, and determination of minimum type of construction;

2. Fire resistant construction requirements including fire resistant separations, fire resistant protection for type of construction, protection of openings and penetrations of rated walls, fire blocking and draftstopping and calculated fire resistance;

3. Fire suppression systems including early warning, smoke evacuation systems schematic, fire sprinklers, standpipes, pre-engineered systems, and riser diagram;

4. Life Safety systems including occupant load and egress capacities, early warning systems, smoke control, stair pressurization, and systems schematic;

5. Occupancy Load/Egress Requirements including gross and net occupancy load, means of egress including exit access, exit and exit discharge, stairs construction/geometry and protection, doors, emergency lighting and exit signs, specific occupancy requirements, construction requirements, and horizontal exits/exit passageways;

6. Structural requirements including termite protection, design loads, wind requirements, building envelope, structural calculations (if required), wall systems, floor systems, roof systems, threshold inspection plan, and stair systems;

7. Materials including wood, steel, aluminum, concrete, plastic, glass, masonry, gypsum board and plaster, insulating (mechanical), roofing and insulation;

8. Accessibility requirements including accessible route, vertical accessibility, toilet and bathing facilities, drinking fountains, equipment, special occupancy requirements and fair housing requirements;

9. Interior requirements including interior finishes (flame spread/smoke develop), light and ventilation and sanitation;

10. Special systems including elevators, escalators and lifts;

11. Electrical including wiring services, feeders and branch circuits, overcurrent protection, grounding, wiring methods and materials, and GFCI’s, equipment, special occupancies, emergency systems, communication systems, low-voltage, and load calculations;

12. Plumbing including minimum plumbing facilities, fixture requirements, water supply piping, sanitary drainage, water heaters, vents, roof drainage, back flow prevention, irrigation, location water supply line, grease traps, environmental requirements and plumbing riser;

13. Mechanical including energy calculations, exhaust systems including clothes dryer exhaust, kitchen equipment exhaust and specialty exhaust systems, equipment, equipment location, make-up air, roof mounted equipment, duct systems, ventilation, combustion air, chimneys, fireplaces and vents, appliances, boilers, refrigeration, bathroom ventilation and laboratory;

14. Gas including gas piping, venting, combustion air, chimneys and vents, appliances, type of gas, fire places, LP tank location and riser diagram/shut-offs.

(b) For residential one and two family buildings:

1. Building including fire resistant construction if required, fire including smoke detector locations, egress including egress window size and location and stairs construction requirements, structural requirements including complete wall section from lowest element of the building through roof including assembly and materials, connector tables, wind requirements and structural calculations (if required), and accessibility requirements including show/identify accessible bath;

2. Electrical including service location, panel location and load calculations;

3. Plumbing including minimum plumbing facilities and fixture location based on floor plan;

4. Mechanical including energy calculations, equipment and duct layout and chimney and fireplaces if required;

5. Gas including location of gas appliances and indicate combustion air locations.

(5) Plan Approval Expiration – Upon revision of the building codes adopted herein, plan approvals shall expire upon the effective date of the revisions unless the manufacturer files with the department a sworn statement by a Third Party Agency that the plans have been reviewed and that they are in compliance with the revisions to the adopted codes. The Third Party Agency shall transmit plans electronically through the Building Code Information System to the Department.

(6) Manufacturer’s Component Data Plate. Each component or package of like components shall contain a manufacturer’s data plate which indicates the limiting characteristics and design criteria of such components for determining how they are to be installed and utilized within their capabilities. Such data plate information shall be approved by the agency.

(7) Manufacturer’s Modular Data Plate. The manufacturer shall install on all manufactured (modular) buildings and components prior to leaving the manufacturing plant a data plate which shall be permanently mounted on or about the electrical panel and which shall contain, but not be limited to, the following design information when applicable.

(a) Manufacturer;

(b) Manufacturer Certification Number;

(c) Date of Manufacturer;

(d) Date of Alteration;

(e) Number of Modules;

(f) Construction Type;

(g) Occupancy Use Classification;

(h) Serial Number;

(i) Agency Plan Number;

(j) Standard Plan Approval Number;

(k) Maximum Floor Load (pounds per square foot), Live Load and Dead Load;

(l) Roof Load; Live Load and Dead Load;

(m) Wind Velocity Rating;

(n) “U” rating of Floor, Wall, and Roof;

(o) Approved for Flood Zone Usage; and

(p) Limitations of the plan approval by the Third Party Agency.

Specific Authority 553.37(1), 553.76(4) FS. Law Implemented 553.37(1)(a) FS. History–New 1-17-72, Amended 2-23-75, 3-1-80, 9-29-82, 1-29-84, 11-1-84, Formerly 9B-1.09, Amended 1-1-87, 3-1-92, 3-1-95, 9-13-01, 7-16-03, 5-13-07.
