62B-49.004 Consultation.

(1) Prior to submitting an application for an activity to be permitted pursuant to this chapter, the applicant is encouraged to use the consultation process. This process provides preliminary review of an activity by the Department staff and helps the applicant avoid delays during the formal application process.

(2) Consultations under this chapter are limited to evaluation of data provided by the interested party, in addition to information that is generally available to the staff. Consultations will address the specific criteria applicable to the proposed activity that are of special significance to the permitting requirements. Failure to address a specific process or criterion during the consultation process shall not preclude the issue being raised during review of the application.

(3) To obtain a consultation, the interested party must submit a written request for consultation citing this chapter. In addition the applicant is advised to provide a detailed description of the proposed activity, including:

(a) The location of the proposed activity;

(b) Current topographic and bathymetric surveys;

(c) A plan view of the proposed activity;

(d) Typical cross-sectional views of any proposed structure(s);

(e) Maps or aerial photographs showing the current extent of submerged biological communities and wetlands (if any) in the vicinity of the proposed activity;

(f) Geotechnical data on any borrow source and fill site; and

(g) Information required under Chapter 253, F.S., and Chapters 18-18, 18-20 and 18-21, F.A.C., Part IV of Chapter 373, and Section 161.041, F.S., to describe the proposed activity and its potential impacts.

(4) Any assistance given or representation made by the Department during consultation shall not constitute the approval of the Department, shall not bind the Department or the Board of Trustees and shall not relieve any person of the requirements of the Florida Statutes, this chapter or other applicable provisions of federal or state law or local ordinances. If a conflict exists between any staff representation and any applicable act, law, rule, code or ordinance, such act, law, rule, code or ordinance shall prevail.
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