62B-49.005 Application Requirements and Processing Procedures.

(1) In order to make application for a joint coastal permit the applicant shall submit one signed original and two (2) paper copies of the application form and supporting documents, plus two (2) electronic copies of the full application package, to the Department of Environmental Protection, 2600 Blairstone Road, MS 3544, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-2400, using the DEP Form 73-500 (revised 5-17-07), entitled “Joint Application for a Joint Coastal Permit and Authorization to Use Sovereignty Submerged Lands,” which is hereby incorporated by reference. Copies of the form may be obtained by writing to the above address or by downloading from the Bureau’s web page.

(2) The applicant shall provide the specific information required by this chapter, Section 161.041, Chapter 253 and, Part IV of Chapter 373, F.S., and Chapters 18-18, 18-20 and 18-21, F.A.C., as well as Chapters 62B-41, 62-330, 62-343, 62-4, and 62-312, F.A.C.

(3) Within 30 days of receipt of an application for a joint coastal permit, the Department shall review the application to determine whether all information needed for a complete evaluation of the application has been submitted. If the Department determines the application to be incomplete, the Department will make a request for additional information within 30 days after receipt of the application. Within 30 days after receipt of each submittal of additional information, the Department shall review it and may request only that information needed to clarify such additional information or to answer new questions raised by or directly related to such additional information.

(4) An application shall be denied if the applicant fails to provide additional information to the Department within six (6) months after a written request for such information has been sent to the applicant. However, if the applicant can demonstrate that he or she has been actively working on collecting or developing the requested information, and that additional time will be required to complete their response to the “RAI,” the applicant may request up to six (6) additional months to submit their response.

(5) All applications shall be processed and reviewed according to the time requirements specified by Sections 120.60, 161.055 and 373.427, F.S.

(6) A notice of receipt of a complete or substantially complete joint coastal permit application shall be provided to any persons who have filed a written request for notification of any pending applications affecting the particular area in which the proposed activity is to occur. Such request shall expire after three (3) years. The notice that is distributed by the Department shall contain: the name and address of the applicant; a brief description of the proposed activity, including any mitigation; the location of the proposed activity, including whether it is located within an Aquatic Preserve or other Outstanding Florida Water; a map identifying the location of the proposed activity; a depiction of the proposed activity; a name or number identifying the application; and the office where the application can be inspected.

(7) Where a person has filed a written request with the Department for notification of the intended agency action for a specific joint coastal permit application, the Department shall provide that person with notice of such intended agency action on that specific application.

(8) In addition to the notice required in subsections (6) and (7) above, the Department shall require an applicant to publish in a newspaper of general circulation in the area affected by the proposed activity, a notice of receipt of the application and a separate notice of intended agency action on the application for those activities, which because of their size, potential effect on the environment or the public, controversial nature, or location, are reasonably expected by the Department to result in a heightened public concern or likelihood of request for administrative proceedings. The notice of intended agency action shall include a notice of all interested party’s rights under Section 120.57, F.S. If the applicant fails to publish any notice required by the Department as provided in this chapter and to provide proof of publication the Department shall deny the application.

(9) The applicant and persons who have requested a copy of the intended agency action for a specific application shall be notified of the Department’s consolidated notice of denial or intent to issue and their rights under Section 120.567 and 120.57, F.S.

(10) When the authority to take final action on a request for proprietary authorization has been delegated to the Department without the need for separate action by the Board of Trustees, the Department shall issue a consolidated notice of denial or intent to issue within 90 days of receiving a complete application under this chapter. The applicant may waive the ninety (90) day time limit specified under Sections 120.60(1), 161.055 and 373.4141, F.S., at any time.

(11) When the authority to take final action on a request for proprietary authorization has not been delegated to the Department, the Department shall review the application, issue a recommended consolidated notice of denial or intent to issue and take final agency action in accordance with the procedures in Sections 373.427(2)(a)-(c), F.S.

(12) Upon issuance of the consolidated notice of denial or intent to issue or upon issuance of the recommended consolidated notice of denial or intent to issue pursuant to subsection (11), the Department shall be deemed to be in compliance with the timeframes for approval or denial in Section 120.60(2), F.S. Failure to satisfy these timeframes shall not result in approval by default of the request for proprietary authorization.

(13) Once the Department’s consolidated intent becomes final, the Department shall prepare and mail the final agency action to the applicant, affected local governments, and all persons who requested in writing, notification pursuant to Section 373.413(3), F.S., and Chapter 62-343, F.A.C. The permit shall include specific conditions necessary to help define the project or provide reasonable assurance that the project will meet applicable rules and statutes.

(14) If a substantial revision is made to an application before it is complete, the application shall be deemed amended. The amended application shall be treated in all respects as a new application and the time limits set out in Section 120.60, F.S., for processing shall begin anew.

(15) If a substantial revision to a complete application is received, the Department shall notify the applicant that an amended application cannot be accepted unless the applicant agrees in writing to restart the time periods of Section 120.60(2), F.S., and to submit a complete additional processing fee required for the project, as amended, pursuant to this chapter.

(16) If site conditions change during the processing of an application to such an extent that the data already provided can no longer be used to determine consistency as provided in this chapter, then the application shall be denied unless the applicant agrees to waive the 90 day time requirements of Chapter 120.60, F.S., and provides the additional information required to reanalyze the application.

(17) Failure to meet any timeframe in this section shall not result in an approval by default of the request for proprietary authorization.
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