63E-4.010 Orientation.
(1) Youth admitted to the IRT program shall receive orientation to the program within 24 hours of admission. 
(2) Orientation to the program shall include the following:

(a) Review of expectations, program rules and the behavior management system. This information shall be conspicuously posted including all program rules, schedules and youth responsibilities to allow easy access for staff and youth. Program staff shall discuss with each youth:

1. Services available; 

2. Daily schedule;

3. Expectations and responsibilities of youth;

4. Written rules governing conduct;

5. Written behavioral management system and possible disciplinary actions;

6. Availability of and access to medical and mental health services;

(b) Items considered contraband. Youth shall be advised that bringing illegal contraband into the program or possessing illegal contraband while in the program is a violation of law for which the youth may be prosecuted;

(c) Performance planning process that involves the development of goals for each youth to achieve; 

(d) Program’s dress code for youth and hygiene practices;

(e) Program’s procedures on visitation, mail, and use of the telephone;

(f) Anticipated length of stay in the program and what the youth must do in order to successfully complete the program and be eligible for release. Staff should also explain that the youth must complete each performance plan goal in order to be recommended for release from the program and that the release decision is ultimately up to the committing court; 

(g) High-risk commitments are restricted to necessary, supervised off-campus activities, i.e. health and court-related activities. However, during the final 60 days of their residential stay and with court approval, youth in high-risk programs may be granted permission to leave the facility.

(h) Program’s youth grievance procedures.

(i) How to access the Abuse Registry and Advocacy Center for Persons with Disabilities.

(j) What to do in the case of an emergency, including procedures for fire drills and building evacuation.

(k) Ensure that each newly admitted youth is familiar with the physical design of the facility, advising the youth which areas are accessible and which are not accessible to youth.

(l) Room Assignment. Shall introduce each newly admitted youth to other program staff and youth. The youth shall be informed of any assignments to a staff advisor and youth group, if applicable. In addition, each youth shall be assigned to a treatment team.

Specific Authority 985.483, 985.64 FS. Law Implemented 985.483 FS. History–New 7-11-07.
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