68B-55.005 Recovery of Traps in Area of Major Natural Disaster.

(1) In the event of an executive order issued by the Governor of the State of Florida declaring an emergency resulting from a major natural disaster such as a hurricane, tropical storm, or similar weather occurance, upon a finding that the disaster has caused massive trap losses in any fishery regulated by the Commission, the Executive Director of the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission will issue an order declaring a trap emergency in the affected area or in a specified part thereof. Such order shall serve to activate the following provisions of this rule.

(2) The trap emergency will be in the area and during the period specified in the activation order.

(3) Each harvester in the affected trap fishery may designate persons authorized to recover and possess traps of the harvester. Such designation shall be on an Emergency Trap Recovery Designation Affidavit (FWC Form DMF-SL5500), which form is hereby incorporated by reference. The original of the affidavit shall be retained by the harvester. A copy of the affidavit will be filed with the nearest office of the Commission’s Division of Law Enforcement and also provided to each person authorized to recover and possess traps of the harvester. The affidavit shall be valid from the date the notarized form is received by the Commission’s Division of Law Enforcement until the end of that license year.

(4) Persons authorized to recover and possess traps of a harvester will be allowed to do so only in the area and during the period specified in the activation order. Each such person shall possess and maintain available for inspection a copy of the affidavit while the person is engaged in recovering or possessing the harvester’s traps.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 10-15-07.

