69J-8.009 Evaluation Process.

(1) The neutral evaluator shall, within 5 days of referral, contact the parties to schedule the evaluation proceeding pursuant to Section 627.7074(7), F.S.

(2) The evaluation proceeding shall take the form of an informal conference, and shall not be subject to rules of procedure or evidence applicable in a court or administrative proceeding.

(3) The evaluator shall give each party the opportunity to submit evidence, testimony, or other information which is reasonably expected to assist the neutral evaluator in determining the existence, nature, and scope of a sinkhole loss, and the nature, extent, and cost of repair and remediation.

(4) The neutral evaluator shall make inquiry of the parties and conduct such independent investigation as the neutral evaluator finds reasonably necessary  to determine the existence, nature, and scope of a sinkhole loss, and the nature, extent, and cost of repair and remediation.

(5) The neutral evaluator shall inform the parties in writing as to the neutral evaluator’s opinion as to the existence of a sinkhole loss and the scope and value of necessary repair and remediation if any.

(6)  The parties may settle the claim at any time. 

(7) The neutral evaluator shall conclude the proceeding upon settlement of the claim or at any point that the neutral evaluator reasonably determines that settlement is not likely to be facilitated by the continuation of the proceeding.

(8) If the proceeding is concluded without reaching a settlement, the neutral evaluator shall prepare and file the report required under Section 627.7074(12), F.S., on the form adopted in Rule 69J-8.011, F.A.C., below.

(9)  If the proceeding results in a settlement, the neutral evaluator shall inform the department that a settlement was reached. 

Specific Authority 627.7074(8) FS. Law Implemented 627.7074 FS. History–New 11-4-07.
