64B9-3.002 Qualifications for Examination.

(1) An applicant seeking certification to take the licensure examination shall submit, on forms provided by the Department, evidence that he or she meets the qualifications prescribed by the Nurse Practice Act, Chapter 464, F.S. Such evidence shall consist of:

(a) Certification by a physician licensed pursuant to Chapter 458 or 459, F.S., physician’s assistant licensed pursuant to Chapter 458 or 459, F.S., or A.R.N.P. certified pursuant to Chapter 464, F.S., that the applicant is in good mental and physical health.

(b) A high school diploma, or a high school diploma equivalent.

(c) For graduates of an approved nursing program, a notice of graduation or of completion of the requirements for graduation. For graduates of an approved program equivalent, an official transcript or equivalent documentation which identifies all courses completed with a minimum acceptable passing score established by the institution or program at which each course was completed that meet graduation requirements. If the applicant is seeking to qualify to write the examination on the basis of education received in a country other than the United States, the applicant must obtain a report by a credentialing agency that meets the requirements of Rule 64B9-3.014, F.A.C. 

(d) For an applicant writing the examination for practical nurses on the basis of practical nursing education equivalency, documentation from the professional nursing school which states the number of completed clock hours or theoretical and clinical instruction comparable to practical nursing program requirements as set forth in Rule Chapter 64B9-2, F.A.C., or an official certified transcript which sets forth graduation from an approved professional program.

(e) Successful completion of any one of the approved English competency examinations with:

1. A minimum score of 540 (207 on computerized version) on the Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) Examination;

2. A minimum score of 79% on the Michigan English Language Assessment Battery (MELAB);

3. A minimum MELAB converted score of 79% on the Michigan Examination for the Certificate of Proficiency in English (ECPE Examination);

4. A minimum score of 725 on Test of English for International Communication (TOEIC);

5. A minimum score of 6.5 overall with a 7.0 on the spoken portion on the academic version of International English Language Testing System (IELTS);

6. Completion of a nursing program given in English in another country;

7. A passing score on a nursing licensing examination which is given in English;

8. A certificate from the Commission on Graduates from Foreign Nursing Schools or other agency which indicates successful completion of TOEFL, TOEIC, or IELTS;

9. Completion of a college level course for academic credit in a U.S. institution; or 

(2) If an applicant has been convicted or found guilty of, or has entered a plea of nolo contendere to, regardless of adjudication, any offense other than minor traffic violation, the applicant shall submit arrest and certified court records stating the nature of the offense and final disposition of the case so that a determination can be made by the Board whether the offense relates to the practice of nursing or the ability to practice nursing. 

(3) Documents in a foreign language must be accompanied by a certified translation in the English language.

(4) The applicant shall notify the Board in writing of any change in the information provided on the application which occurs prior to licensure.

(5) The applicant must submit proof of graduation before the license will be issued.
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