63D-7.004 Pre-Release Notification.

(1) In notifying the JPO of a youth’s planned release date, the commitment program, unless its length of stay is forty-five (45) days or less, must forward to the JPO the Pre-Release Notification and Acknowledgment form forty-five (45) days prior to the youth’s planned release date and ninety (90) days prior to release for sex offenders who do not meet statutory criteria for involuntary civil commitment of sexually violent predators to the Department of Children and Families as set forth in Chapter 394, F.S. The program’s notification to the JPO of release from a low-risk residential program with a length of stay forty-five (45) days or less must be made within seventy-two (72) hours of the youth’s admission to the program.

(2) If the department concurs with the proposed release date, the JPO must notify, by letter, the committing judge of the program’s intent to release. The Request for Release letter, along with a copy of the program’s release Performance Summary, must be hand delivered, faxed, or sent certified mail to the judge. This must be done within three (3) working days of receipt of the Pre-Release Notification and Acknowledgement Form. Copies of the letter must be provided to the youth’s parent(s)/guardian(s), the commitment program, and conditional release staff, if assigned. The JPO must keep proof of delivery to the court in the youth case file. The JPO must return the completed Pre-Release Notification to the commitment program within five (5) days of completion of the form. 
(3) In accordance with Chapter 394, F.S., the JPO must notify, in writing, the Multidisciplinary Team established by the Department of Children and Family Services of the anticipated release of any youth who has been convicted of a sexually violent offense. A copy of the written notice must also be forwarded to the state attorney in the circuit where the youth was adjudicated. Notification to the Multidisciplinary Team and the state attorney must take place one hundred eighty (180) days prior to the anticipated release of persons age eighteen (18) and older from a commitment program and who have been convicted of the sexually violent offenses defined in statute. The transition process for sex offenders who meet the statutory criteria for involuntary civil commitment as set forth in Chapter 394, F.S., must commence two hundred and ten (210) days prior to the youth’s anticipated release from the commitment program if the program is a maximum or high-risk program or otherwise one with a length of stay of more than 180 days.

(4) The residential commitment program shall not release any SVP eligible youth subject to the provisions of Chapter 394, F.S., until the Multidisciplinary Team at the Department of Children and Families (DCF) has determined eligibility and the state attorney’s office has decided whether or not to file a petition. If it is determined that the youth will not be involuntarily committed to DCF then the JPO must notify the program using the Notification of the Decision to Not Involuntarily Commit to DCF Form.
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