63D-7.005 Post-Residential Supervision. 

(1) While a youth is on post-residential supervision, he or she will typically reside in their family home or in the home of a legal guardian. However, some youth may be in an independent living program, and others will live in an alternative setting with a family friend or a relative who is not the legal guardian. One of the objectives of service planning for youth on post-residential status is preparing them to make the transition to self-supporting, pro-social adulthood. Independent Living is a category that focuses on providing an array of specialized services and for some youth an opportunity for a placement outside the family home. The program is intended for youths whose home environment is a barrier to a crime-free return to the community, youths who are homeless, and youths who cannot return to their home. Independent Living incorporates residential and nonresidential components. Independent living programs are required to operate according to specific contractual language and applicable DJJ quality assurance standards. Youths with sexual offenses, developmental disabilities, and youths with histories of arson, cruelty to animals, or first-degree felonies should be permitted to participate in an independent living option on a case-by-case basis and documentation of the youth’s appropriateness must be maintained in the case file. When a youth is prescribed psychotropic medications, a medication evaluation must be completed prior to consideration of residential independent living placement and will be handled on a case-by-case basis. Youths whose adjudication of dependency precedes the adjudication of delinquency should be referred back to the Department of Children and Families for an assessment of eligibility for the independent living program operated for dependent children aging out of foster care.

(2) Department Operated Post-Residential Programs:

(a) Conditional release is the most utilized of the post-residential categories. The youth’s stay in the community is conditioned upon continuing compliance with the conditions of his or her YES plan and with the requirement that he or she commits no new law violations. Services and sanctions are built upon the successes experienced while in the residential commitment facility.

(b) Post-commitment probation is ordered by the court at the disposition hearing. If ordered, then the court ordered conditions of supervision shall be followed. In this case, the JPO must inform the commitment program that the youth will be under DJJ supervision when released. A youth will not be placed on post-commitment probation unless there is a court order specifying the probation. If the commitment order does not specifically state post-commitment probation or direct discharge, the youth is considered to be under conditional release status with the department to be either supervised by a JPO under committed status, or placed into a conditional release program.
(3) Direct discharge:

(a) If a youth has reached the age of jurisdiction, the department must pursue direct discharge from the residential program. If the youth has completed the maximum term of confinement, which an adult would serve for the same offense while in the residential program, the department must recommend direct discharge. Cases under the jurisdiction of a juvenile court must be approved for direct discharge by said court prior to the department completing any direct discharge action.

(b) If a youth commits a violation of law for which he/she is sentenced in the adult system, the department may pursue direct discharge. To request termination of a youth sentenced as an adult, the JPO must follow the same procedures used for terminating a case from juvenile court.  

(c) The department may seek direct discharge due to unusual circumstances, such as a placement in Job Corps or relocation out of the country. Cases under the jurisdiction of a juvenile court must be approved for direct discharge by said court prior to the department completing any direct discharge action.

(d) When notifying the court of the youth’s discharge date, the JPO must provide the court with a notification letter that advises the court of the department’s intent to directly discharge the youth and the reason for the direct discharge. The JPO must also provide the court with a copy of the discharge Performance Summary and the adult court order, if the youth was sentenced in the adult system. 
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