63D-7.008 Violations.

(1) Conditional release:

(a) New law violations: Within twenty-four (24) hours of knowledge of a new law violation, the conditional release staff must personally inform the JPO and vice versa. The JPO and/or conditional release staff must make face-to-face contact with the youth within twenty-four (24) hours of knowledge of a new law violation.  

(b) Technical Violations: If a conditional release program feels that a youth has committed a technical violation of the rules of the program, the program must consult the circuit’s written progressive response system. The progressive response system is intended to guide decision making when choosing what action to take for technical violations of conditional release. The JPO and/or conditional release staff and supervisor will consult the document when making a decision about the appropriate level of response for an apparent violation. If transfer is indicated, the conditional release program shall put the request to transfer in writing and the department will consider the request to transfer. If the department decides that transfer is appropriate, then the department shall initiate the transfer procedures under Chapter 985, F.S. If the department decides that transfer is not in the best interest of the youth, the conditional release program will continue to work with the youth toward successful completion of the program.

(c) Absconders: Absconding occurs when a supervised youth goes in a clandestine manner out of the jurisdiction of the court in order to avoid legal process, or when the youth hides, conceals or absents himself or herself with the intent to avoid legal process. Mere absence or not appearing for appointments is not absconding. To constitute absconding, the JPO must have cause to believe that the youth is deliberately avoiding supervision, or has removed himself or herself from the home or community. A youth reported by parents or guardians to have run away, is considered an absconder.

1. At the point the JPO considers the youth to have absconded, the JPO must document all efforts to locate the youth considered an absconder.

2. If a youth absconds from supervision, the conditional release staff is responsible for conducting a diligent search and documenting this search in the field notebook. If the JPO has reasonable cause to believe that the youth has absconded from supervision, the JPO will within one (1) working day, file an Affidavit for Order to Take Into Custody. If not stipulated otherwise by contract, the conditional release staff is responsible for coordinating with the JPO to obtain an Affidavit for Order to Take Into Custody on youths who abscond or fail to report to the conditional release program. In this case, when the affidavit is processed, a copy must be forwarded within one (1) workday to the conditional release service provider.  

(2) Post-commitment probation:

(a) New law violations: New law violations may generate the need to initiate the process for a violation of probation. If the department decides to file an affidavit with the court on a violation of probation, the department will follow the procedures established under Chapter 985, F.S.

(b) Technical violations: Technical violations may generate the need to inform the court of a violation of probation. Each circuit must develop a written progressive response system to guide decision making when choosing what action to take for technical violations of post-commitment probation. The JPO and JPO supervisor will consult this document when making a decision about the appropriate level of response for an apparent violation. If the department decides to file an affidavit with the court on a violation of probation, the department will follow the procedures established under Chapter 985, F.S.

(c) Absconders: If a youth absconds from supervision, the JPO is responsible for conducting a diligent search and documenting this search in the field notebook. If the JPO has reasonable cause to believe that the youth has absconded from supervision, the JPO will, within one (1) working day, file an Affidavit for Order to Take Into Custody with the court. 
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