63E-3.015 Research Projects.

(1) For purposes of this section, research is defined as a systematic investigation designed for the gathering and analysis of information to develop or contribute to generalized knowledge. Research proposals from researchers within the department and from other institutions are subject to the department’s Institutional Review Board (IRB) Process and must be approved in writing by the DJJ Secretary or designee prior to its implementation, including contact with youth or access to youth records for the purposes of such research. Proposals or requests that are not subject to the department’s IRB process include:

(a) Requests from state and federal government agencies for existing data and information collected by the department for program management and evaluation purposes if they are to be used for the same purposes by the requesting agencies and a data sharing agreement exists between the aforementioned entities; 

(b) Research and evaluation deemed necessary by the department for program management and reporting and conducted by the department’s unit specifically designated to conduct research and evaluation activities; 

(c) Data collection and data analysis conducted by any department unit for purposes of program management and reporting on their daily operations; 

(2) The recommendation of the IRB for approval of a research proposal shall be based on:

(a) The likelihood that the research will not cause harm to the subjects;

(b) The requester’s plan to seek informed assent from each prospective participant and consent from his or her legally authorized representative and to provide supporting documentation of acquired assent and consent;

(c) The requester’s plan to take adequate precautions to protect the privacy and confidentiality of subjects and their information;

(d) The support from the residential commitment programs to serve as research sites;

(e) A determination that the associated workload for departmental staff will not interfere with their capacity to perform regularly assigned job functions; and 
(f) The potential of the research to provide the department and other juvenile justice stakeholders with information that can be used to improve services to youth or otherwise reduce juvenile delinquency.

(3) The principal investigator, meaning the person who requested the IRB to review the research proposal and who is conducting and/or directing the research project, shall ensure any department approved research project is implemented as approved by the department. The principal investigator shall secure authorization from the IRB prior to implementing any changes in the approved research design and methodology. Additionally, the principal investigator shall report any anticipated and unanticipated problems and changes involving risk to subjects and others to the IRB director for review. Any violation or deviation from IRB requirements, approved research protocol, or human subjects may result in termination of departmental approval. 

(4) The principal investigator shall submit a copy of the final report published on the authorized research project to the department for review at least 90 days prior to its submission for publication. 

(5) A residential commitment program shall not permit commencement of any research project in or associated with the program without an IRB letter of approval signed by the department’s Secretary or designee.
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