63E-6.002 Definitions.

(1) Alternative Training – authorized physical activities, extra duty assignments, or verbal counseling which are imposed by STAR program staff following a youth’s misconduct.  Alternative training is intended to correct a youth’s behavior by imposing minor sanctions.

(2) Critical Life Safety – a condition or conditions in facility buildings and grounds or in the operation of the program that may adversely affect the health or safety of youth and staff.  

(3) Designated Health Authority – the individual who is responsible for the provision of necessary and appropriate health care to youth in a residential commitment program.  Individual Designated Health Authorities must be a physician (MD) or osteopathic physician (DO) who holds a clear and active license pursuant to Chapter 458 or Chapter 459, F.S. respectively, and meet all requirements to practice independently in the State of Florida.

(4) Designated Mental Health Authority – a specified licensed mental health professional who, by agreement, employment, contract or other arrangement, provides and/or supervises the provision of mental health care within a detention center or residential program.

(5) Direct Care – means direct contact with youth for the purpose of providing care, supervision, custody, or control of youth in the STAR program.

(6) Extenuating Circumstances – a situation or circumstance beyond the control of the program, including but not limited to hurricanes/Acts of God, facility damage or structural problems, and situations involving a youth prior to his or her admission into the program.

(7) Intensive Mental Health Treatment – treatment for:

(a) Youth with a Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders – Fourth Edition, Text Revision (DSM-IV-TR) diagnosis of: Schizophrenia or other Psychotic Disorder; Major Depression, Bipolar Disorder or other Mood Disorder; Generalized Anxiety Disorder or other Anxiety Disorder; Personality Disorder; or

(b) Youth who have a psychiatric disorder that requires treatment with psychotropic medication; or

(c) Youth who have a psychiatric disorder (other than Conduct Disorder) and serious impairment in functioning as evidenced by a Global Assessment of Functioning (GAF) Scale rating of 50 or below.
(d) Youth who have a behavioral history of significant anti-social personality traits and features to include: animal cruelty, fire setting, and predatory behavior.

(e) Youth who have a behavior history of sexual offending. 

(8) Minimum Thresholds – defined as at least a 60 percent performance overall rating in the department’s Quality Assurance evaluation system, as referenced in subsection 63E-6.008(1), F.A.C.

(9) Obstacle Course – a strenuous exercise program, which requires youth to overcome a series of barriers and is designed to promote the development of self-confidence and physical endurance.

(10) Physical Training – a series of organized group calisthenics and exercises designed to develop the physical fitness of a youth to an optimum level.

(11) Post-residential Services Counselor – the person supervising the youth’s post-commitment probation or conditional release after residential placement.

(12) Program Director – a STAR program staff member who is responsible for all aspects of the STAR program, including, but not limited to, program content, staff supervision, youth treatment and facility security.

(13) Protective Action Response Policy – the departmental policy governing staff’s use of verbal and physical intervention techniques, mechanical restraints, prohibition of aerosol and chemical agents, and Tasers, as referenced in Rule Chapter 63H-1, F.A.C.

(14) Suicidal Risk History – means youth with any history of: suicide attempt; suicide gesture; intentional self-injurious behavior; suicide ideation or suicide threats; or history of Baker Act or inpatient/psychiatric hospitalization for suicidal issues.
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