6A-1.09421 High School Competency Test Requirements.

The minimum student performance skills and competencies required for high school graduation by Section 229.57(3)(c)5., Florida Statutes, for the period 1994-95 through 1998-99 shall be determined in the manner prescribed below:

(1) The student examination, known as the High School Competency Test, shall be administrered annually under the direction and supervision of the Commissioner, and shall be:

(a) Kept secured at all times.

(b) Provided to testing centers in the quantity needed.

(c) Administered in accordance with standard written instructions appropriate for the examination.

(2) The test shall:

(a) Consist of two (2) sections; one (1) comprising communications skills, and one (1) comprising mathematical skills.

(b) Be derived from the skills adopted in subsection 6A-1.0941(1), F.A.C., for the time period from 1994-95 through 1998-99.

(3) Adults who have taken the test previously but who have not yet earned passing scores in both sections of the test may retake the examination at any subsequent scheduled administration.

(4) To qualify for a high school diploma, each adult student must earn passing scores on both sections of the High School Competency Test or earn passing scores on the FCAT, as defined in Section 1008.22(3)(c), F.S., or scores on a standardized test that are concordant with passing scores on the FCAT as defined in Section 1008.22(9), F.S. High School Competency Test scores shall be reported in terms of an equated score scale. The passing scale score shall be seven hundred (700).

(5) No time limit shall be established for answering the questions on the High School Competency Test; provided, however, that no student shall be permitted to answer test items which have been seen by the student at a time other than the examination session in which the test questions are given to the student and provided that the examination session shall not be longer than the length of time normally scheduled for a school day.

(6) When the student earns a passing score on a section of the High School Competency Test, it shall be recorded in the student’s cumulative record. If the student has previously been awarded a Certificate of Completion in lieu of a standard high school diploma by virtue of failure to pass the High School Competency Test, such student shall be awarded a standard high school diploma. Adequate opportunity to be retested so as to earn a passing score shall remain available to each student until such time as the student earns passing scores on each section of the test.

(7) Once a student has passed a section of the test measuring skills adopted in subsection 6A-1.0941(1), F.A.C., for the time period 1985-86 through 1993-94, the student will not be required to pass that section of the test measuring skills adopted in subsection 6A-1.0941(1), F.A.C., for the time period from 1994-95 through 1998-99.

(8) Invalidity of a section of this rule shall not invalidate the remainder of the rule.
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