63D-3.006 Other Diversion Programs.
(1) The Civil Citation Program.

(a) The civil citation process provides law enforcement with an alternative to custody while ensuring swift and appropriate consequences for youth who commit non-serious delinquent acts.

(b) A record check of JJIS is made by DJJ to determine program eligibility.

(c) Upon receipt of the citation, DJJ shall enter appropriate information into JJIS.

(d) Upon unsuccessful completion of the civil citation program, the case is forwarded to DJJ for a recommendation to the state attorney for possible court action.

(2) Community Arbitration Program.

(a) Community arbitration provides a system by which youth who commit delinquent acts may be dealt with quickly and informally at the community level, to reduce instances of delinquent acts and permit the judicial system to deal effectively with more serious cases.

(b) The Community Arbitration Process.

1. The JPO may recommend community arbitration based on program criteria and availability. Section 985.16, F.S., specifically identifies eligibility criteria for community arbitration.
2. Upon approval by the state attorney, if a case is to be referred to community arbitration, the JPO must contact the youth and his or her parent(s)/guardian(s) within forty-eight (48) hours after issuance of the complaint to advise them of the requirements and time frames for arbitration.

3. If the youth, parent(s)/guardian(s), and the state attorney accept community arbitration, the JPO must provide copies of the complaint to the arbitrator within twenty-four (24) hours.

4. If the youth refuses arbitration, then the JPO must make a recommendation to the state attorney for possible court action.

5. If the youth fails to appear for the arbitration hearing, the matter must be referred back to DJJ for consultation with the state attorney regarding possible court action.

6. If the youth or parent(s)/guardian(s) are dissatisfied with the disposition of the arbitration proceedings, they may request a review by notifying the JPO within 15 days. Upon receipt of the request, the JPO must consult with the state attorney who shall consider the request and may file formal juvenile proceedings or take other action.

7. If the youth fails to comply with the disposition of the arbitration proceedings, the case will be referred to the JPO to complete a recommendation to the state attorney and make a subsequent recommendation.

(3) Teen Court.

(a) Teen Court may accept referrals from DJJ, state attorney, juvenile court, law enforcement, CINS/FINS provider, public defender, traffic court and school officials.

(b) Ineligible offenses include third degree felonies involving violence toward a person, grand theft auto, or use of a weapon.

(4) Juvenile Alternative Services Program (JASP). 

(a) JASP uses a balanced approach combining sanctions and services that address the needs of the youth, family, and victims.

(b) JASP may receive referrals from DJJ, the state attorney’s office, and the court.

(c) DJJ or their contracted agents shall conduct an initial intake with the youth and the parent(s)/guardian(s) to determine the risk and needs of the youth and family.

(d) The recommendation to the state attorney is completed by the JPO and referred to the state attorney requesting that the case be handled non-judicially and referred to JASP with recommended sanctions and services.

(e) Youths referred to JASP should meet probation criteria and/or have a minimum of four extensive service needs.

(f) First time misdemeanants may be referred if they have a minimum of four extensive service needs such as extensive substance abuse, school problems (truancy or suspension), family dysfunction, housing, running away, or other behavioral or mental health problems.

(g) Sanctions and services provided to the youth and family shall be based on risk and individual needs and noted in the youth’s service/treatment plan.

(h) The JASP provider must accept all appropriate referrals from DJJ.

(i) JASP shall meet with the youth and at least one parent(s)/guardian(s) to explain the program, review the sanctions and services the referring agencies assigned, discuss completion dates for each sanction/service, and explain program expectations. JASP may also assign additional services to the youth if the JASP provider determines that the youth or family is in need of further support or assistance. 

(j) JASP shall provide case management services to ensure the youth is completing all sanctions and services.

(k) JASP shall include office, home, or school visit contacts and may include work site visits, telephone contacts, letters, and meetings for law education classes or other group activities. Frequency of contacts with the youth is determined by the risk and needs of the youth and family.

(l) All sanctions and intervention services must be completed by the youth within 90 calendar days from the date the case was officially received by JASP.

(m) If the case is not closed within 90 calendar days, the reasons must be documented in the juvenile’s file. The program director or designee must review the file and document the required action for completion within a designated time frame.

(n) At the time of closure, the JASP provider shall submit the information to the JPO Unit in the Circuit for data entry into JJIS, to the department, state attorney, or the court, and shall place a copy in the youth’s file.

(o) If the youth does not complete the program, the referring agencies must send the case back to the state attorney for possible court action.
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