5G-6.001 Purpose.

(1) This rule establishes inspection procedures and best management practices to enhance the safety of fresh tomatoes grown, packed or repacked in Florida, as provided by Chapters 500 and 570, F.S.
(2) The purpose of these procedures and practices is to:

(a) Enhance the safety of tomatoes to the consuming public by the implementation of safer handling, production and packing practices. 

(b) Prevent or minimize contamination of tomatoes either in the natural environment in which they are grown or in the handling, packing, repacking or selling of tomatoes once harvested since, once contaminated, removing or killing pathogens is difficult. 

(c) Provide the necessary education and training on food safety practices to workers at all levels.

(3) Mandatory compliance with the procedures and practices outlined in this rule will take effect July 1, 2008.

Rulemaking Authority 500.09(1)(b), (3), (4), 500.12(1)(f), 570.07(6), 570.07(23) FS. Law Implemented 500.09(1)(b), (4), 500.12(1)(f) FS. History–New 4-16-08.

