18-1.003 General Requirements.

(1) Prior to any acquiring agency initiating acquisition of property, the agency shall contact the Division to determine the availability of existing suitable state-owned lands in the area which meet the public purpose for which the acquisition is being proposed. If the acquiring agency determines that no suitable state-owned lands exist, it may proceed to acquire the property by employing this rule and all available statutory authority for acquisition. For purposes of the acquisition of conservation lands, the adoption of the council acquisition lists by the Board pursuant to Section 259.04, F.S., or other land acquisition program lists constitutes a finding that no suitable replacement lands exist.

(2) For all appraisals services required by the Board and obtained by an acquiring agency or other entity, appraiser selection will be in accordance with this chapter.
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