Notice of Meeting/Workshop Hearing

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
The Florida Public Service Commission announces a workshop to which all persons are invited.

DATE AND TIME: Wednesday, July 16, 2008, 9:30 a.m.

PLACE: Betty Easley Conference Center, Room 140, 4075 Esplanade Way, Tallahassee, FL

GENERAL SUBJECT MATTER TO BE CONSIDERED: Undocketed Matter – the purpose of this workshop is to discuss CLEC intrastate access charges. All participants are requested to file an outline of their presentation, the approximate amount of time for the presentation, and the presenter’s name with the Commission’s Office of Commission Clerk, 2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard Tallahassee, FL 32399-0850, by July 9, 2008. Additionally, participants should be prepared to address the following questions on CLEC intrastate access charges: 1) What are the key factors that CLECs consider when determining how to set their access charge rates?; 2) Are the access rates being charged by Florida’s CLECs cost-based?; 3) Should Florida’s CLECs be allowed to set their intrastate access charge rates at any level they choose? Should their cost to provide access service be considered?; 4) Are Florida consumers harmed by CLECs charging access rates that are in excess of those charged by the ILEC in the area in which they compete? Are there other adverse effects?; 5) Is the market for the access service structured in a way that allows competitive pressures to effectively constrain access prices? Why or why not?; 6) Do market forces applicable to originating switched access differ from the market forces for terminating switched access? If so, how?; 7) Under what conditions, if any, can a carrier decline to terminate its traffic to another carrier?; 8) On what basis can it be determined if CLEC access rates are just and reasonable?; 9) If it is determined that CLEC access charges are not just and reasonable, does the Commission have authority to act to remedy this situation?; 10) Should the Commission establish caps on the intrastate access rates that CLECs can charge? If so, how should caps be determined?; 11) What would be the impact on Florida CLECs if this Commission were to cap CLEC access rates at the rates of the incumbent LEC in the area in which they serve?; 12) If the Commission opts to constrain allowable CLEC access rates through some means other than rate caps, what options are available? Notice of cancellation will also be provided on the Commission’s website (http://www.psc.state.fl.us/) under the Hot Topics link found on the home page. Cancellation can also be confirmed by calling the Office of the General Counsel at (850)413-6199.

A copy of the agenda may be obtained by contacting: Office of Commission Clerk, 2540 Shumard Oak Blvd., Tallahassee, FL 32399-0850, (850)413-6770.

Pursuant to the provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act, any person requiring special accommodations to participate in this workshop/meeting is asked to advise the agency at least 48 days before the workshop/meeting by contacting: Office of Commission Clerk, 2540 Shumard Oak Blvd., Tallahassee, FL 32399-0850, (850)413-6770. If you are hearing or speech impaired, please contact the agency using the Florida Relay Service, 1(800)955-8771 (TDD) or 1(800)955-8770 (Voice).

For more information, you may contact: Timisha Brooks, Office of General Counsel, 2540 Shumard Oak Boulevard, Tallahassee, FL 32399-0850, (850)413-6212.
