68F-20.002 Permits – Applications.

(1) No person shall attempt to control, eradicate, remove, or otherwise alter any aquatic plants in waters of the state, including those listed in Section 369.251, F.S., except as provided in a permit issued by the commission unless the waters in which aquatic plant management activities are to take place are expressly exempted in Rule 68F-20.0035, F.A.C.

(2) Permits issued pursuant to this chapter are not intended to allow for the collection and subsequent use of the removed plants, unless specifically provided for in the permit conditions.

(3) Application format and requirements:

(a) All applications for new permits or modifications to existing permits shall be submitted in accordance with the requirements of this rule.

(b) All application documents shall be submitted in an 8 1/2 by 11 inch format and be of good quality and clearly legible.

(c) Each application shall be submitted on FWC form 50-032(16) (Aquatic Plant Management Application, effective date 5-3-95, which is hereby incorporated by reference), and is available at no cost from the section.

(d) All applications, except for those from government agencies, research institutions, and wastewater treatment facilities approved by the Department of Environmental Protection, shall be in the name of and signed by the riparian owner who shall, upon request, provide proof of riparian ownership. An application may be submitted by an agent of the riparian owner provided that the name, address, telephone number, signature of the riparian owner, and agent is provided on the application. Persons representing multiple riparian owners such as, but not limited to, governmental agencies and officers of homeowners associations may submit an application without the name, address, telephone number, and signature of all riparian owners. However, the name, signature, address, and telephone number of the contact person must be shown.

(e) As part of the application, the applicant shall provide the name of the waterbody, if it is named, and a map with directions to the proposed management site using county, state, and U.S. highway names and route numbers.

(f) As part of the application the applicant shall provide a detailed diagram of the proposed management site which shall contain at a minimum the following information:

1. Riparian owner’s property boundaries, including dimensions.

2. Approximate water’s edge at the time of the proposed application.

3. All prominent features such as docks, fences, trees, etc., located near the water’s edge.

4. All aquatic plant communities located at the site identified by name or symbol, with a clear depiction of the aquatic plants proposed for control including the dimensions of the control area and the vegetation not to be controlled.

5. The proposed control method to be used.

6. Type of public notification to be used when applying herbicides with water use restrictions required by the herbicide product label.

7. Legends that explain all symbols and patterns used.

(g) Each applicant shall submit one complete application bearing original signatures and two copies of the complete application to the appropriate regional biologist.

(4) The regional biologist shall review and determine the completeness of each application and may conduct an on-site inspection.

(5) Final agency action on permit applications.

(a) All conditions of the permit shall be stated on the permit.

(b) Permits shall be effective for a period of three years from the date issued.

(6) Permit amendments:

(a) The permittee may request an amendment subject to the procedures and review criteria of this chapter.

(b) Following notice to the permittee, the commission is authorized to amend a permit issued pursuant to this chapter during the term of the permit to restrict or limit the scope of the permitted activity. This shall be done if necessary to ensure the protection of human health, safety, recreation, plant and animal life, and property.

(c) A permit issued pursuant to this chapter may be transferred at the written request of a new owner or assignee of the permitted property when accompanied by written consent from the permit holder. If any changes, additions, or modifications to the permit are requested, an application for a new permit must be filed for processing.

(7) It shall be the responsibility of the permittee to submit a renewal application 45 days prior to the expiration date of the permit.

(8) When a person enters into a contract with the commission to conduct aquatic plant management for research purposes or pursuant to an eradication or maintenance program initiated under Chapter 5B-64, F.A.C., or Chapter 68F-54, F.A.C., the execution of the contract shall constitute the commission’s permit for aquatic plant management.
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