62-305.300 General Program Information.

(1) An applicant may apply for a TMDL Water Quality Restoration Grant by completing a TMDL Water Quality Restoration Grant Proposal Application, Form 62-305.900, which is hereby incorporated into this chapter. Copies of the form may be obtained from the TMDL Water Quality Restoration Grant internet site at http://www.dep.state.fl.us/water/watersheds/tmdl_ grant.htm, from any local district or branch office of the Department, or by writing to the Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Bureau of Watershed Management, 2600 Blair Stone Road (MS 3510), Tallahassee, FL 32399.

(2) Grant applications may be submitted at any time throughout the year. The Department will review and rank projects using the criteria in Rule 62-305.400, F.A.C., three times a year, in March, July, and November. Projects will be selected for grant funding based on these rankings and the availability of funding.  Projects not selected for funding will remain in the pool of projects that will be ranked for one year from the date of submittal. Applicants will be notified within 30 days after the review and ranking process whether their project has been selected for grant funding. Once notified of selection, the applicant must provide the Department with a final scope of work and budget so that the Department may develop and execute a grant agreement with the applicant. The number of projects selected for funding during any review and ranking cycle will depend on the availability of funding from the Legislature. 

(3) Match requirements. The applicant for a TMDL Water Quality Restoration Grant shall provide a minimum of 50% of the total project cost in matching funds. At least 25% of the matching funds shall be provided by the local government. Other matching funds can include funding from a water management district or state appropriations. However, applicants shall not match TMDL grant funds with local funds that are used to match water management district funds or state appropriations.

(4) Allowable project costs. Grant funds may only be used for construction of best management practices, monitoring to determine pollutant load reductions, or public education activities specifically associated with the project. Costs incurred before execution of a contract between the Department and the grant recipient shall be ineligible for reimbursement from grant funds. However, such costs may be included as matching funds. These costs may include, but are not limited to, costs incurred for land acquisition, design, permitting, bidding, project administration and other activities directly associated with the project.

(5) Project schedule. Projects for which TMDL Water Quality Restoration grant funds are sought shall at least be at the 60% design phase. The Department shall not issue a TMDL Water Quality Restoration Grant until the project has been permitted or the permit has been scheduled for approval at the next meeting of the water management district governing board or Department. Construction of projects selected for funding must be completed within three years of appropriation of the funds by the Legislature unless the funding can be certified forward beyond that timeframe in accordance with state budgeting procedures.

(6) Load reduction estimates. All applications for project funding shall include an estimate of the projected load reductions to be achieved by implementation of the stormwater treatment best management practices. Estimated load reductions may be calculated using models such as Watershed Management Model (WMM, 2006), Nonpoint Source Loading Management Model (NPSLMM, 2008) and Spreadsheet Tool for Estimating Pollutant Load (STEPL, 2007). The STEPL model is available for download at http://it.tetratech-ffx.com/stepl/ while the other models will be available on the TMDL grant internet site http://www.dep.state.fl.us/water/watersheds/tmdl_grant.htm).

(7) Effectiveness monitoring. All projects will include storm event monitoring to determine the actual load reduction associated with implementation of the stormwater treatment best management practices unless such data already exists for the applicable best management practice. The applicant shall be required to put all data from the effectiveness monitoring and required project information into the Department’s Best Management Practice (BMP) Data Base.
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