62-305.400 Project Selection Criteria.
(1) Projects will be selected for funding using the ranking criteria below and the status of the project with respect to design, permitting, and construction.

(2) Eligible urban stormwater treatment projects will be ranked for TMDL Water Quality Restoration grant funding based on the priority scoring system set forth below. The maximum number of points for any single project is 490.

(a) Status of impaired water body:

1. The project is identified in an adopted basin management action plan. (100 points)

2. The project reduces loadings to an impaired water body with an adopted TMDL. (75 points)

3. The project reduces loadings to a water body on the adopted verified list of impaired waters. (50 points)

4. The project reduces loadings to a water body on the planning list of impaired waters. (20 points)

5. The project reduces loadings to a water body on the TMDL 1999 consent decree (Florida Wildlife Federation, Inc., Environmental Federation of Southwest Florida, Inc., and Save Our Creeks, Inc. v. Carol M. Browner, Administrator, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the U. S. Environmental Protection Agency, Civil Action File No. 4: 98CV356-WS). (10 points)

(b) Stormwater load reduction of the pollutant of concern. The project will reduce urban stormwater loads by the percentages set below:

1. Loads are reduced by 80 to 100%. (100 points)

2. Loads are reduced by 60 to 79%. (75 points)

3. Loads are reduced by 40 to 59%. (50 points)

4. Loads are reduced by 20 to 39%. (30 points)

5. Loads are reduced by 0 to 19%. (10 points)

(c) Percentage of local matching funds. All projects must provide at least 50% matching funds. Points for local matching funds constitute the following percentage of total project costs:

1. Matching funds are greater than 50%. (80 points)

2. Matching funds between 41% to 50%. (60 points)

3. Matching funds between 31% to 40%. (40 points)

4. Matching funds between 26% to 30%. (20 points)

(d) Project cost effectiveness. To provide consideration of the number of urban acres that are being treated by the project and the cost per pound to reduce the pollutant of concern, the scoring system below is established. Points are awarded based on the scoring point system below only if one nutrient is a pollutant of concern. Points are awarded based on the average score from below if both nitrogen and phosphorus are pollutants of concern. Cost percentiles are based on the information from existing TMDL Water Quality Restoration Grants. The dollar amounts associated with cost percentiles will be recalculated on an annual basis using the information in the TMDL Water Quality Restoration grant data base, available on the program’s internet site. These dollar amounts will be posted on the internet site by January 31 of each year. 

1. Cost per pound of Total Nitrogen removed per acre is in the lowest 20th percentile of project costs. (100 Points)

2. Cost per pound of Total Nitrogen removed per acre is in the 20th to 40th percentile of project costs. (75 Points)

3. Cost per pound of Total Nitrogen removed per acre is in the 40th to 60th percentile of project costs. (50 Points)

4. Cost per pound of Total Nitrogen removed per acre is in the 60th to 80th percentile of project costs. (25 Points)

5. Cost per pound of Total Nitrogen removed per acre is in the 80th to 100th percentile of project costs. (10 Points)

6. Cost per pound of Total Phosphorus removed per acre is in the lowest 20th percentile of project costs. (100 Points)

7. Cost per pound of Total Phosphorus removed per acre is in the 20th to 40th percentile of project costs. (75 Points)

8. Cost per pound of Total Phosphorus removed per acre is in the 40th to 60th percentile of project costs. (50 Points)

9. Cost per pound of Total Phosphorus removed per acre is in the 60th to 80th percentile of project costs. (25 Points)

10. Cost per pound of Total Phosphorus removed per acre is over in the 80th to 100th percentile of project costs. (10 Points)

(e) Educational component. The project includes components to educate targeted audiences about the use of stormwater treatment best management practices to reduce pollutant loads, such as signage, kiosks, field days, workshops, and training programs. Solely notifying the public of the project through news releases or other public relations efforts does not constitute an education program. Points will be awarded as follows:

1. The educational component consists of kiosks with information on stormwater pollution and treatment at the project site, conducting at least one workshop or field day at the project site, airing public service announcements about stormwater pollution and treatment, and the distribution of printed materials to people within the drainage area served by the project to educate them about how they can reduce stormwater pollution. (30 points)

2. The educational component consists of kiosks with information on stormwater pollution and treatment at the project site and at least one other of the activities listed in subparagraph 1., above. (20 points)

3. The educational component consists of the distribution of printed materials to people within the drainage area served by the project to educate them about how they can reduce stormwater pollution. (10 points)

(f) Dedicated stormwater funding. If the applicant is a local government or water control district, points will be awarded based on whether they have implemented a dedicated source for stormwater program and project funding. If the dedicated funding source is other than a stormwater utility fee, such as a Municipal Services Taxing Unit (MSTU), a Municipal Services Benefit Unit (MSBU), or a sales tax that is dedicated to stormwater management projects, the applicant shall convert annual costs into a single family monthly Equivalent Rate Unit (ERU). Points will be awarded as follows:

1. No stormwater utility fee or other dedicated funding source. (0 points)

2. Stormwater utility fee or other dedicated funding source where the single family residence fee is less than $4.30/month. (40 points)

3. Stormwater utility fee or other dedicated funding source where the single family residence fee is greater than $4.30/month. (80 points)
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