33-208.507 Responsibilities of Staff Housing Occupants.

(1) Emergency Duty.

(a) Occupants shall immediately report for duty in any type of emergency when requested by the warden or his representative, including, but not restricted to, the duty officer or shift officer-in-charge. The existence of an emergency shall be determined by the warden or his representative.

(b) Occupants of all staff housing, except officer quarters, shall immediately install a telephone upon occupancy and furnish the number to the Chief of Security and service center personnel office.

(2) General.

(a) Occupants shall be responsible for compliance with all applicable laws, rules, procedures, policy and procedure directives and institutional operating procedures by themselves, family members and guests.

(b) Occupants shall be responsible for the care and appearance of the staff housing and grounds assigned. Yards, carports and other areas shall be kept free of clutter, trash or junk, including abandoned or junked vehicles.

(c) Occupants shall not alter the physical structure of staff housing unless a written request is approved in advance by the warden based upon the adequacy of structural considerations, aesthetic compatibility with existing structures, and the best interests of the institution. If the occupant is the warden, a written request must be approved in advance by the regional director.

(d) Occupants shall not install structures or buildings such as carports, portable pools, utility buildings, storage shelters and fences unless a written request is approved in advance by the warden based upon the adequacy of structural considerations, aesthetic compatibility with existing structures, and the best interests of the institution. If the occupant is the warden, a written request must be approved in advance by the regional director. Any such structure or building that is not designed as a permanent addition to the state-owned housing may be removed by the installing occupant at any time through his last day of occupancy.

(e) Occupants shall familiarize themselves with the boundaries of the grounds assigned to them and shall ensure that they do not trespass on the grounds assigned to others.

(f) Occupants shall be considerate and not make excessive noise, particularly due to the shift schedules of other occupants.

(g) Occupants shall exercise good judgment regarding personal conduct in staff housing by themselves, family members and guests so as to avoid criticism and unfavorable public reaction or publicity. Conduct which could reflect negatively on the State of Florida, the Department of Corrections or the institution may result in disciplinary action.

(h) Occupants of non-metered staff housing shall raise the thermostat setting or turn off air conditioners when nobody is present in staff housing. During winter months heat thermostat settings shall be lowered when no one is present.

(i) Occupants shall make a written report to the assistant warden for operations of any damage to staff housing or state-owned equipment or furnishings no later than the next business day.

(j) Occupants of officer quarters shall not permit family or other persons to reside or be overnight guests in their rooms.

(k) Occupants of staff housing (other than officer quarters) shall be permitted to have short term (less than 30 days in length) guests without approval of the warden. Any occupant who is interested in having a guest remain beyond 30 days shall be required to obtain written approval from the warden. If the guest will be residing at the warden’s residence, written approval shall be obtained from the regional director. Approval of the warden or regional director shall be based upon criminal history information. A guest who has been convicted of a felony will not be allowed to remain in staff housing and will be required to vacate the premises within 48 hours. 

(l) Employees shall not allow guests to circumvent the 30 day duration provision by temporary breaks in residence.

(m) Occupants of officer quarters shall keep their rooms and furnishings neat and clean.

(n) Occupants of officer quarters may utilize small electrical devices such as clocks, radios, televisions, computers, coffee makers and compact refrigerators provided the electrical service is sufficient for the load and use does not create a disturbance to other occupants or present a safety hazard.

(o) If an occupant of a personally owned mobile home leaves or transfers from the institution, he or she shall be responsible for removing the mobile home from the institutional grounds prior to or at the time of transfer. Occupants of personally-owned mobile homes who sell or transfer title to their mobile home to someone who is not assigned to occupy a mobile home space shall ensure that the mobile home is removed from the institution grounds prior to or at the time of sale or title transfer. If the new owner is someone who is assigned to occupy a mobile home space, he or she will be required to provide proof of ownership by title or registration as provided in paragraph 33-208.505(2)(b), F.A.C.

(p) Owners of mobile or modular homes must pay all permitting fees required to install the unit in the staff housing areas and any improvements to the structure that are necessary to meet the building codes.

(q) An occupant will not be permitted to sublet any state owned housing. 

(3) Pets.

(a) The warden is authorized to establish limits on the number of household pets permitted to any occupant.

(b) No pets may be kept by occupants of officer quarters.

(c) Only household pets may be kept by occupants of staff housing other than officer quarters. Hunting dogs are considered household pets while owned by occupants in staff housing. Such pets, including those owned by family members and guests, are the occupant’s full responsibility and are subject to the following restrictions:

1. Occupants shall not allow pets to run free. Pets shall be kept on a leash or within a fenced area or pen when they are outdoors.

2. Occupants shall adhere to all governmental regulations concerning pets and their immunizations.

3. Occupants shall control the barking of dogs kept on their premises.

4. Occupants shall not install a house or pen for pets unless approved in advance by the warden based upon the adequacy of structural considerations, aesthetic compatibility with existing structures, and the best interests of the institution.

5. Occupants shall promptly remove from the premises any pet that the warden determines to be a nuisance based upon any of the following pet-related conditions:

a. Violation of any restriction specified above;

b. Excessive noise, odor or ferocity;

c. Disease;

d. Excessive number for the available space;

e. Inadequate feeding and care; or

f. Damage to property owned by other persons or the state.
(4) Firearms.

(a) The warden is authorized to enforce the following maximum limits on the number and type of firearms kept in any type of staff housing, to include mobile homes. These quantities are per each occupant who is legally authorized by statute to own or possess firearms.

1. Four shotguns,

2. Four rifles, and

3. Four handguns.

(b) These weapons must be stored safely and securely in accordance with Section 790.174(1), F.S. It is unlawful to store or leave a firearm in any place within the reach or easy access of a minor under 18 years of age.

(c) Ammunition for the firearms listed above is expressly limited to a maximum of one full case per firearm.

(d) Occupants of staff housing are expressly prohibited from possessing machine guns, short barreled shotguns, short barreled rifles, destructive devices, explosives, electric weapons or devices, and dart-firing stun guns, as defined in Section 790.001, F.S.
(e) Occupants of staff housing are expressly prohibited from possessing or storing smokeless propellant powder in quantities exceeding 20 pounds, or commercially manufactured sporting grades of black powder exceeding 20 pounds.

(f) Occupants of staff housing shall follow the restrictions placed on the possession and use of BB guns, air or gas-operated guns, or electric weapons or devices by minors under 16 in accordance with Section 790.22, F.S.    
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