5I-7.004 Application Procedures and Requirements.

(1) For purposes of Sections 259.105(3)(i), 570.70(5) and 570.71, F.S., anyone submitting an application for consideration of a project under this rule shall utilize Form DACS-11207, RURAL & FAMILY LANDS PROTECTION PROGRAM ASSOCIATION, 08/08, hereby incorporated by reference. Copies are immediately available on the internet at: http://www.fl-dof.com/forest_management/rural_family_lands_index.html or by sending a request to: Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, Division of Forestry, 3125 Conner Boulevard, Suite “I”, Tallahassee, FL 32399-1650.
(2) Landowners applying to the Program who have submitted information to another agency under the Florida Forever program, Section 259.105, F.S., may submit a Rural and Family Lands Protection Program application. If the required supporting documentation has previously been provided to another agency, the applicant shall notify the Department, which will then assist in identifying and securing information and documentation previously submitted and available from the other Florida Forever program.
(3) The Department shall accept applications on an ongoing basis that will be reviewed during the application review cycle in which they are received. 

(4) Not less than once per year the Department shall publish a Notice of Application Review Cycle with a date by which all applications must be received. All notices shall be published in the Florida Administrative Register, and available on the internet at: http://www.fl-dof.com/forest_management/rural_family_lands_index.html no less than 45 days prior to the application review cycle deadline. 

(5) Each acquisition project application received shall, within 30 days of receipt, be reviewed by Division staff to verify sufficiency of information and that on its face is eligible for further review and evaluation in accordance with this section.

(a) Incomplete applications shall be returned to the applicant with a letter stating every deficiency, for completion and resubmission. If the supplemental information is not received by the application review cycle deadline, the entire file will be returned to the applicant.

(b) Applications determined to be ineligible shall be returned to the applicant with an explanation of the reason that the project was determined to be ineligible.

(c) Applications received after the application review cycle deadline shall be considered in the next group of projects.

Rulemaking Authority 570.07(23), 570.71(10), 259.105(3)(i) FS. Law Implemented 570.70, 570.71, 259.105(3)(i) FS. History–New 11-3-08.

