5I-7.005 Technical Review and Evaluation of Project Applications.

(1) Once complete, the application shall receive an independent review within 45 days by members of a Technical Review Team appointed by the Commissioner or his designee. 
(2) The Technical Review Team shall consist of no fewer than three (3) representatives from the following disciplines.

(a) Divisions within the Department with expertise in the types of agricultural activities currently in place within the project and contemplated for the future. The representatives from the Department shall be responsible for an evaluation of the agricultural operation, whether BMPs are being implemented, and suitability of land for long term agricultural use.

(b) The Florida Natural Areas Inventory, a scientific organization proficient in biological natural resource based evaluations, which shall perform a scientific assessment of natural resource attributes of each property.
(c) A state or local agency responsible for land planning and growth management, which shall perform an assessment of the level of threat of conversion to non-agricultural use including, at a minimum, the land use designation of the property and surrounding area; development trends in the surrounding area that might serve to adversely impact future agriculture, or conversely, encourage the continuation of agriculture; and any known state or local rural land area designation applicable to the property.

(d) Geographically applicable water management district on projects where hydrological considerations are integral to the proposal, which shall assess the potential benefits of the property relating to floodplain, surface water, wetlands and aquifer recharge.

(e) Adjacent public land managers, if applicable, who shall assess the benefits of the property relating to buffering and connectivity.

(f) Other agencies or organizations deemed necessary by the Department, based upon the specific nature of the property involved in the application, to effectuate a thorough review and evaluation of an application.

(3) Review by Technical Review Team members will consist of an evaluation of each project application based on the program goals and objectives applicable to each team member’s particular area of expertise as outlined in subsection (2) above.

(4) Upon completion of the review, a narrative of each team member’s findings shall be provided to the Department along with an evaluation of the extent to which the project achieves the goals and objectives in Rule 5I-7.003, F.A.C.
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