40D-26.101 Conditions of Eligibility.
(1) Agricultural operations located within the District that are in compliance with the District’s Environmental Resource Permitting rules in Chapters 40D-4, 40D-40 and 40D-400, F.A.C., and the District’s Water Use Permitting rules in Chapter 40D-2, F.A.C., District issued permits and District funding agreements and that have been operational for the preceding 3 years are eligible for the Program. Agricultural operations less than 3 years old are eligible if the project will result in a reduction in the use of ground water. A project shall not be eligible if the applicant previously received Program funds and construction of the funded project has not commenced. 
(2) The following projects are eligible for the Program:

(a) Implementation of BMPs that reduce withdrawals from the Upper Floridan aquifer or from any combination of ground, surface or reclaimed water sources and have a cost-benefit that is equal to or less than the Model Farms Costs; 

(b) Implementation of BMPs that improve ground or surface water quality impacted by ground water withdrawals; and

(c) Implementation of BMPs that improve natural system functions within the Upper Myakka River Watershed. 
(3) Projects that retrofit or upgrade an irrigation system shall be eligible only if the applicant previously applied for funding assistance under the United States Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation Service’s Environmental Quality Incentives Program within the preceding 3 years and that otherwise meet the requirements of this rule.

Specific Authority 373.044, 373.113, 373.171 FS. Law Implemented 373.0831(3), 373.196(1), 373.1961(3) FS. History–New 1-7-09.

