1T-1.031 Historical Museum Grants Application Requirements.

(1) Historical Museum Grants. The Historical Museum Grants program provides grants that relate to the historical resources of Florida. There are two categories: General Program Support and Public Educational Exhibits. General Program Support is on a two-year cycle and Public Educational Exhibits are on an annual cycle. Organizations may only apply to one of the two categories and may not seek funding for a Public Educational Exhibit if receiving funding from General Program Support. 

(2) Administrative and Legal Eligibility. An eligible applicant for either category must:

(a) Be a unit of county, municipal, or other local government; or

(b) Be a department or an agency of the state (exception: history museums that are state-operated are not eligible to receive funding for General Program Support); or

(c) Be a public or private nonprofit corporation, a partnership, or other organization.  For the purposes of this rule, a nonprofit corporation is one that is tax-exempt as defined in section 501(c)(3) or 501(c)(4) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954, as amended; and in good standing pursuant to Chapter 617, F.S., known as the Florida Not for Profit Corporations Act.

(d) Have satisfied the administrative requirements of previous grants received from the Department of State.

(e) Not be a for-profit museum.

(3) General Program Support.

(a) In addition to the requirements in subsection (2), General Program Support applicants must satisfy the criteria in Section 265.708(2), F.S.
(b) Organizations may only submit one General Program Support application to the History Museum Program per grant cycle. Multidisciplinary museum applicants must address Florida history in at least one of their disciplines. Only that portion of the applicant’s operating budget that addresses Florida history may be used in the grant budget.

(4) Application Requirements. Applications for either category shall consist of the following:

(a) A complete and signed application (CA2E138, eff. 2/09), incorporated by reference and available from the Division and submitted on or before the deadline, which will be posted on the Division’s website.

(b) A complete application for all applicants shall include the following:

General identification and contact information, operating budget(s), proposal budget, and program narrative responses.

(c) Application Support Material

1. For nonprofit organizations, a copy of the organization’s Letter of Determination documenting nonprofit status as defined by section 501(c)(3) or 501(c)(4) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954.

2. Rural Economic Development Initiative (REDI) Waiver. Public Educational Exhibit applicants that request a waiver of the cash matching funds in accordance with Sections 288.0656 and 288.0651, F.S., should include a copy of the letter from county government acknowledging the grant and requesting the waiver on behalf of the organization. REDI-qualified counties with approved waivers may use up to 100% in-kind match, which must be shown in the proposal budget. A list of REDI counties and communities is reviewed and updated annually, and is available on the Division’s website.
(d) Funding Request.
1. Public Education Exhibit applicants may request up to $35,000.

2. General Program Support applicants may request up to 20% of the museum’s operating expenses for the last completed fiscal year, not to exceed $75,000. State grant funds cannot be used for operating costs, including utilities, phone, fixtures, maintenance, general supplies, rent, mortgage payments and property taxes. These costs are only allowed as match or in-kind.

(e) Matching Funds.
1. Grants must be matched at a minimum of $1 local for every $1 state.

2. The documented fair market value of donated goods and services may contribute up to 50% of the required match, not to exceed 25% of the total project or general program costs.
3. State-supported institutions shall not use state funds from any source as match.
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