69A-37.0527 Retention of Certification.

(1) The examination for retention of certificate referenced in Section 633.414, F.S., shall be known as the retention examination. Being active as a volunteer firefighter with an organized fire department means the individual has been actively involved for a continuous period of time of not less than 6 months during the 3 year period since certified or the certification was last renewed, or since termination from a fire department. Verification of being active shall be evidenced by documentation from the chief or ranking person of the volunteer fire department.

(2) To be eligible to participate in the retention examination, an individual shall apply on-line at www.floridastatefirecollege.org, or submit to the Bureau Form DFS-K4-1308, “Application for Practical Examination for Retention of Firefighter Certification”, which is adopted in subsection 69A-37.039(2), F.A.C., and can be obtained where indicated in subsection 69A-37.039(1), F.A.C., which shall include a medical examination in accordance with Rule 69A-37.037, F.A.C. An individual shall not participate in the practical examination unless a completed Form DFS-K4-1022 is on file with the Bureau.

(3) To be eligible to participate in the retention examination, an individual must submit fingerprints in accordance with Rule 69A-37.036, F.A.C.
(4) The Bureau, or its designee, will schedule the date and time for all retention examinations.

(5) Each individual will be required to wear N.F.P.A. labeled helmet, fire coat, bunker pants, boots, protective hood, self-contained breathing aparatus (“SCBA”), mask, personal alert safety system (“PASS device”) and gloves. Such equipment shall be in operating condition to enter a hazardous environment and comply with the NFPA edition noted on the label, tag or design.

(6) Any individual who does not obtain a passing score of 70% or more on the retention examination will be permitted one opportunity to repeat the examination. The examination must be repeated within 6 months of the original examination or the opportunity is forfeited.

(7) Failure to pass the examination within the timeframes set forth above will result in the individual’s having to successfully complete Firefighter training as defined in Rule 69A-37.055, F.A.C., before a new application and additional testing can occur.
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