61G15-23.002 Seal, Signature and Date Shall Be Affixed.

(1) A professional engineer shall sign by hand the licensee’s handwritten signature (facsimiles are not acceptable) and affix the licensee’s seal:

(a) To all final drawings, specifications, plans, reports, or documents prepared or issued by the licensee and being filed for public record; and 

(b) To all final documents provided to the owner or the owner’s representative;

(c) In addition, the date that the signature and seal is affixed as provided herein shall be entered on said plans, specifications, reports, or other documents immediately adjacent to the signature of the professional engineer.

(d) In order to comply with the requirements of this rule, a licensee is not required to seal, sign and date documents other than those referenced in paragraph (a) or (b). This provision does not obviate any requirement of any public entity or any provision of contract which may require the sealing, signing and dating of additional original documents. 

(2)(a) Every sheet of plans and prints which must be sealed under the provisions of Chapter 471, F.S., shall be sealed, signed and dated by the professional engineer in responsible charge. 

(b) When an engineer must seal, sign and date engineering specifications or calculations under the provisions of Section 471.025, F.S., and subsection (1) of this rule, an index sheet for engineering specifications and calculations may be used. The index sheet must be signed, sealed and dated by those professional engineers in responsible charge of the production and preparation of each section of the engineering specifications or calculations, with sufficient information on index sheet so that the user will be aware of each portion of the specifications or calculations for which each professional engineer is responsible. In addition, the index sheet shall include at a minimum:

1. The name, address and license number of each engineer in responsible charge of the production of any portion of the calculations or specifications.

2. Identification of the project, by address or by lot number, block number, section or subdivision and city or county.

3. Identification of the applicable building code and chapter(s) that the design is intended to meet.

4. Identification of any computer program used for engineering the specifications or calculations.

(c) Engineering reports which must be signed, sealed and dated under the provisions of Section 471.025, F.S., and subsection (1) of this rule shall be sealed, signed and dated by utilizing a signature page or cover letter that is sealed, signed and dated by each professional engineer who is in responsible charge of any portion of the report.

(3)(a) A title block shall be used on each sheet of plans or prints and shall contain the printed name, address, and license number of the engineer who has sealed, signed and dated the plans or prints.

(b) If the engineer sealing, signing and dating engineering plans or prints is practicing through a duly authorized engineering business, the title block required by paragraph (2)(a) shall contain the name, address and certificate of authorization number of the engineering business. 

(c) If the licensee(s) sealing, signing and dating engineering specifications, calculations or reports is practicing through a duly authorized engineering business, the name, address and certificate of authorization number of the engineering business shall be placed on the index sheet, signature page or cover letter incorporated into or accompanying all engineering specifications, calculations or reports. 

(4) Engineers working for local, State or Federal Government agencies shall legibly indicate their name and license number, and shall indicate the name and address of the agency on all documents that are required to be sealed, signed and dated.

(5) A professional engineer may only seal an engineering report, plan, print or specification if that professional engineer was in responsible charge, as that term is defined in subsection 61G15-18.011(1), F.A.C., of the preparation and production of the engineering document and the professional engineer has the expertise in the engineering discipline used in producing the engineering document in question.

(6) A professional engineer shall not seal original documents made of mylar, linen, sepia or other materials which can be changed by the entity with whom such document(s) are filed unless the professional engineer accompanies such document(s) with a signed and sealed letter making the receiver aware that copies of the original document as designed by the professional engineer have been retained by the professional engineer and that the professional engineer will not be responsible for any subsequent changes to the reproducible original documents.

(7) A professional engineer shall not seal plans, reports or other documents which are not final documents unless the professional engineer clearly notes any limitations on the use of the documents or plans on the face of the documents or plans, by using terms such as “Preliminary,” “For Review Only,” “Not for Construction,” or any other suitable statement which denotes that the documents are for limited use, are not final and are not intended for permit, construction, or bidding purposes.

(8) Engineers who wish to sign and seal electronically transmitted plans, specifications, reports, final bid documents, or other documents shall follow the procedures set forth in Rule 61G15-23.003, F.A.C.
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