40D-2.041 Permits Required.

(1) Unless expressly exempted by law or District rule, a Water Use Permit must be obtained from the District prior to withdrawal of water if any of the following thresholds are exceeded:

(a) Total withdrawal capacity from any source or combined sources is greater than or equal to 1,000,000 gallons per day (gpd).

(b) Annual average daily withdrawal from any source or combined sources is greater than or equal to 100,000 gpd.

(c) Withdrawal is from a well having an outside diameter of 6 inches or more at the surface.

(d) Withdrawal is from a surface water body and the outside diameter of the withdrawal pipe or the sum of the outside diameters of the withdrawal pipes is 4 inches or greater.

(e) In addition to the thresholds set forth in paragraphs (1)(a) through (1)(d) above, a permit is required within the Most Impacted Area (MIA) as set forth in subparagraph 40D-2.801(3)(b)2., F.A.C., when withdrawal is from wells having a cumulative outside diameter greater than 6 inches at the surface any of which wells is constructed after April 11, 1994. This paragraph (e) shall not apply to any proposed well less than 6 inches in diameter at the surface when it is of the same diameter or smaller than a well it replaces and an application to plug the replaced well in accordance with Rule 40D-3.531, F.A.C., is filed with the application to construct the replacement well in accordance with Rule 40D-3.041, F.A.C.

(2) Water Use Permit categories are based on the combined annual average daily water demand, defined as the total reasonable-beneficial water quantity necessary for the proposed water use, to be obtained during one year from ground water, surface water, alternative water supply, imported water or any other water source, divided by 365 days and expressed in gallons per day (gpd). The District issues the following categories of Water Use Permits:
(a) Individual. Water Use Permits for a combined annual average daily water demand of 500,000 gpd or greater are issued as Individual Water Use Permits. Individual Water Use Permits must receive approval from the Governing Board. 

(b) General. Water Use Permits for the following are issued by District staff as General Water Use Permits, except as provided in Chapter 4, Section 4.3 A.1.a.ii.(4) of the Basis of Review: 
1. A combined annual average daily water demand less than 500,000 gpd but greater than or equal to 100,000 gpd; or
2. A combined annual average daily water demand less than 100,000 gpd when:

a. The drought annual average is 100,000 gpd or more in the Southern Water Use Caution Area;

b. Withdrawal is for mining or dewatering;

c. The primary withdrawal source is a surface water and the combined annual average daily water demand is at least 50,000 gpd;
d. The withdrawals are required by the permit to be metered and withdrawal quantities reported to the District; or
e. The maximum daily withdrawal quantity equals or exceeds 3,000,000 gpd for crop protection or other use unless at least one permitted withdrawal facility is located within the Dover-Plant City area, in which case the maximum daily withdrawal quantity equals or exceeds 1,000,000 gpd for crop protection or other use.
(c) Small General. Water Use Permits for a combined annual average daily water demand less than 100,000 gpd are issued as Small General Water Use Permits unless any criteria listed above for General Water Use Permits apply. Small General Water Use Permits are issued by staff.

(3) The District shall require a water use permit when evidence indicates the withdrawal is likely to cause significant adverse impacts to existing water or land uses or the water resource or the withdrawal is within an area that is experiencing or is projected to experience withdrawal-related adverse water resource or environmental impacts.
(4) Upon the effective date of amendments defining water use permits as provided in subsection (2) above, any permit issued which, as a result of such amendments, is thereafter defined as a different permit for which a higher fee is required shall be converted by the District to the applicable permit without any fee payment. If a submitted application for a permit is pending as of the effective date of amendments defining water use permits and, as result of such amendments, will be issued as a permit requiring a higher application fee payment, no additional fee payment shall be required in order for the application to be considered complete. 
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