64B15-6.003 Physician Assistant Licensure.

(1) Requirements for Licensure. All applicants for licensure as physician assistants shall submit an application to the Department. The application shall be made on Form DH-MQA 2000 (revised 1/09), hereby adopted and incorporated by reference, and can be obtained from the Board of Medicine’s website at http://www.doh.state.fl.us/mqa/PhysAsst/index.html. The applicant must meet all of the requirements of Section 458.347(7) or 459.022(7), F.S., and the applicant must submit two personalized and individualized letters of recommendation from physicians. Letters of recommendation must be composed and signed by the applicant’s supervising physician, or, for recent graduates, the preceptor physician, and give details of the applicant's clinical skills and ability. Each letter must be addressed to and directed to the Council on Physician Assistants and must have been written no more than six months prior to the filing of the application.

(2) Applicants for licensure who have not passed the NCCPA licensure examination within five (5) attempts shall be required to complete a minimum of three (3) months in a full-time review course at an accredited physician assistant program approved by the Chair of the Physician Assistant Committee, which completion shall be documented by a letter signed by the head of the program stating that the applicant has satisfactorily completed the course.

(3) Restrictions. For purposes of carrying out the provisions of Sections 458.347(7) and 459.022(7)(e), F.S., every physician assistant is prohibited from being supervised by any physician whose license to practice osteopathic medicine is on probation.

(4) The applicant must submit a statement documenting completion of two hours of continuing medical education relating to prevention of medical errors which includes a study of root cause analysis, error reduction and prevention, and patient safety, and which is approved by any state or federal government agency, or nationally affiliated professional association, or any provider of Category I or II American Osteopathic Association or American Medical Association Continuing Medical Education. One hour of a two hour course which is provided by a facility licensed pursuant to Chapter 395, F.S., for its employees may be used to partially meet this requirement.

(5) Licensure as a Prescribing Physician Assistant.

(a) An applicant for licensure as a prescribing physician assistant shall, together with the supervising physician, jointly file the application for licensure to the Department on a form approved by the Council and Boards and provided by the Department. The same application may be utilized by any alternate supervising physicians, provided that all supervising physicians practice in the same specialty area and in the same practice setting. A separate application form shall be required for each distinct specialty area of practice, as well as for each distinct practice setting. Satellite offices within the same practice do not constitute distinct practices. 

(b) The applicant shall have completed a 3 hour course approved by the Board in prescriptive practice, which shall cover the limitations, responsibilities, and privileges involved in prescribing medicinal drugs.

(c) The applicant shall have completed a minimum of 3 months of clinical experience in the specialty area of the supervising physician. For purposes of this rule, this means 3 continuous months of full-time practice or its equivalent, following full licensure as a physician assistant, within the 4 years immediately preceding the filing of the application.

(d) The fee for licensure as a prescribing Physician Assistant shall be as set forth in Rule 64B15-6.013, F.A.C., and shall be in addition to any other applicable fees in said rule. No additional fees will be required for any separate application for a distinct area of practice, or a change in practice setting during the same biennium.
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