64B17-4.001 Licensure as a Physical Therapist Assistant by Examination.

Every physical therapist assistant who applies for licensure by examination shall file DOH Form #DH-MQA 1142 Application for Licensure, Revised 12/08, incorporated by reference, which is available through www.doh.state.fl.us/mqa, and demonstrate to the Board that the applicant:

(1) Is eighteen years old.

(2) Possesses a good moral character.

(3) Has received a degree as a physical therapist assistant from an institution that, has been approved for the training of physical therapist assistants by the Commission on Accreditation for Physical Therapy Education (CAPTE), at the time of graduation.

(4) For foreign graduates, has received a determination that the credentials are equivalent to education required for licensure as a physical therapist assistant in the United States.

(5) Has attained and submitted to the Board the following:

(a) Until and including December 31, 2006, evidence of successful completion of a Board approved English proficiency examination if English was not the language of instruction as evidenced by a minimum score of 220 on the computer based test or 560 on the paper test version of the Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) and 4.5 on the test of written English (TWE) and 50 on the test of spoken English (TSE).

(b) Effective January 1, 2007, evidence of successful completion of a Board approved English proficiency examination if English was not the language of instruction as evidenced by a minimum total score of 89 on the TOEFL as well as accompanying minimum scores in the test’s four components of: 24 in writing, 26 in speaking, 21 in reading comprehension, and 18 in listening comprehension.

(c) A report from a Board approved credentialing agency, in which the educational expert or physical therapist evaluator is not affiliated with the institutions or individuals under review, interpreting the foreign credentials in terms of educational equivalency in the United States.

(d) At a minimum, the report shall contain the following information:

1. A clear and definitive statement as to whether the education is equivalent to a CAPTE-accredited physical therapist assistant educational program.

2. Whether the institution is accredited by any governmental agency and, if so, which agency.

3. A list of courses in general education and professional education with the United States post-secondary equivalent course indicated.

4. All opinions contained in the report shall be substantiated by reference to the source materials which form the basis for the opinion.
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