69A-53.0052 Fire Sprinkler Requirements for Nursing Homes.

(1) Section 633.206(4), F.S., requires that nursing homes licensed under Part II of Chapter 400, F.S., be protected throughout by an approved supervised automatic sprinkler system in accordance with Chapter Nine (9) of the Florida Edition of NFPA 101, the Life Safety Code adopted in Rule 69A-3.012, F.A.C., no later than December 31, 2010.

(2) The Division shall grant a maximum of two one-year extensions to the final date of compliance only after establishing that the nursing home has been prevented from complying for reasons beyond its control. Such reasons may include:

(a) A last-minute, unexpected loss of funding for all or a portion of the project that is unrelated to an action by, or the financial standing of, the nursing home.

(b) Unexpected structural issues with the planned retrofitting of the nursing home that have resulted in a need for additional labor, equipment, planning or funding.

(c) Any other reason the owner can establish that is:

1. Unrelated to either delay or inattention on the part of the owner, and

2. Of sufficient import or magnitude that the project cannot feasibly be completed by the applicable deadline.

(3) A request for extension under subsection (2) must:

(a) Be received by the Division prior to the expiration of the deadline,

(b) Be accompanied by sufficient information and data to clearly establish the factual basis for the request, and

(c) Establish the owner’s ability to complete the project by the end of the extension period.
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