69A-53.0053 State Fire Marshal Nursing Home Fire Protection Loan Guarantee Program: Application Procedures.

(1) An owner of an eligible nursing home who wishes to participate in the State Fire Marshal Nursing Home Fire Protection Loan Guarantee Program must make application on Form DFS-K3-1659 (effective 2-18-07) which is hereby adopted and incorporated herein, and which may be obtained by contacting the Division of State Fire Marshal, Bureau of Fire Prevention, 200 East Gaines Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0342. The application must be accompanied by the conceptual design documentation for the proposed fire sprinkler system as prepared by or on behalf of a person certified under Section 633.318, F.S.

(2) All properly completed applications, which must include acceptable documentation for the conceptual design, for participation in the State Fire Marshal Nursing Home Fire Protection Loan Guarantee Program must be received by the State Fire Marshal on or before July 1, 2009.

(3) Upon submission of an application for funding through the State Fire Marshal Nursing Home Fire Protection Loan Guarantee Program, the State Fire Marshal shall evaluate the proposed fire protection system and determine whether it complies with all applicable fire safety code provisions.

(4) If the proposed fire protection system does not comply with the applicable fire safety code provisions, the Division of State Fire Marshal shall notify the owner in writing of each area of deficiency and the specific code provision governing the deficiency, and shall take no further action until each deficiency has been corrected.

(5) Upon receipt of an application that meets the requirements of this rule chapter and provides for the construction of a fire protection system that complies with the applicable fire safety code provisions, the State Fire Marshal shall issue a conditional approval of the application.

(6) If the loan application is approved for funding pursuant to Rule 69A-53.0054, F.A.C., the nursing home owner shall provide the State Fire Marshal with a final set of sealed construction plans for the project, which must be approved by the State Fire Marshal prior to initiation of construction. Once such approval is given, installation will then be permitted to commence, if all applicable building permits for the project have been issued.

(7) During construction of the fire protection system, the State Fire Marshal shall conduct as many on-site inspections as deemed necessary to ensure that the installation of the required fire sprinkler system is in accordance with the approved plans. All required inspections of the installation must be performed by the State Fire Marshal or by an authorized local fire official. Final approval will be granted only when the system has been installed in accordance with Chapter 69A-46, F.A.C.

(8) The installing contractor shall coordinate all required operational testing with the State Fire Marshal.

(9) The State Fire Marshal shall witness a final operational test of the complete fire sprinkler system prior to issuing final approval.

Rulemaking Authority 633.104(1), 633.206(1) FS. Law Implemented 633.206(4) FS. History–New 2-18-07, Amended 7-15-09.
